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Birch Class Y6 – Miss Egan: The Girl of Ink and Stars by Kiran Millwood Hargrave 
 
This a magical book with a feisty protagonist who puts herself in grave peril in order to save 
those she loves.  Isabella uses her father’s maps and his mythical stories in order to join the 
quest to locate a missing friend.  While the fantastical land of Joya reminds us of home, 
there are dark forces at work …..  Isabella will need to use her own cartography skills, her 
determination and imagination if she is to succeed. 
 
Kiran Millwood Hargrave has created a mysterious world full of dangerous creatures and 
strange characters.  Her beautifully descriptive writing will inspire able Year 5 and 6 
readers, particularly those of you who enjoy fantasy stories.   
 
If you enjoyed Philip Pullman’s Northern Lights then this could be your new favourite 
author! I’m looking forward to reading more… 

Sycamore Class Y6 – Mr Buckley: The London Eye Mystery by Siobhan Dowd 

 

Ted is a boy with Asperger’s Syndrome. With help from his older sister, he sets off to try to solve 

an incredible mystery: how is possible that his cousin stepped onto the London Eye, but didn't 

step off again? Did he vanish into thin air as the pod he was travelling in completed its 30 

minute cycle? Ted is determined to use his unique thinking skills to find out. 

 

This is a story for more mature readers; there is the occasional reference to themes that may 

only be suitable for super sleuths in Years 5 and 6. 

Maple Class Y5 – Mrs Galinsky: Thief by Malorie Blackman  
'If you love reading stories packed with action and atmosphere, you'll really love Thief!'  
 
Trouble begins for twelve-year-old Lydia Henson when her family move to Tarwich in Yorkshire 
and she changes school. After refusing to take the initiation test of a girl's gang, which was to 
take a sports cup and hide it in her locker for a day, Lydia herself is accused of stealing the cup 
when it is found in her locker the next day. Her best friend Frankie abandons her for Anne, her 
spiteful former best friend and Lydia's enemy. She also suffers at the hands of a large number 
of school bullies, who are never seen by the teachers. 
Matters become a lot worse when Frankie falls over an icy slope and Lydia is accused of 
pushing her, so she decides to run away to the moors. Suddenly, she is caught up in a 
mysterious electrical storm from nowhere. A moor pony knocks her down and she is sucked 
into the sky by a violent gust of wind. Then she finds herself in the same place in the moors, 
and comes across a girl who looks exactly like Frankie, only she is not. Fran (the girl she meets) 
takes her to the town that was once Tarwich, and Lydia finds out that she has travelled forward 
forty years. The once beautiful town is now a run-down, battered place where soldiers called 
the Night Guards terrorise the townspeople, and a cruel tyrant rules everyone. This tyrant turns out to be Lydia's little 
brother Daniel, much to her horror.  
Lydia surrenders herself to the Night Guards and comes face to face with her brother, who is now a middle-aged man. 
Daniel eventually believes that she is who she says she is, and tells her that although Lydia was believed to have been 
killed in a car accident, the future Lydia is actually still alive, and Daniel brings the two Lydias face to face. Old Lydia tells 
young Lydia about her hatred of everyone who lived in Tarwich, but young Lydia is now determined to change the future 
of Tarwich, so that the world she has entered would never exist. So Daniel drives her back to the moors, where the 
mysterious electrical storm appears, but little do they know that there is a resistance army who will do anything to 
eliminate the Henson family…… 



Larch Class Y5 – Mrs Mir: The Snow Sister by Emma Carroll  

The Snow Sister is a short story set in the Victorian times. It is a whole Christmas 
story and starts on Christmas Eve with the main character Pearl building a sister 
out of snow and wrapping a shawl around it which belonged to her deceased 
sister. Pearl is poor and is still very sad about her sister’s death from a fever 
several years earlier.  Her mum gets very angry with Pearl for taking the shawl out 
the trunk but Pearl has a tradition every time it snows. She makes a person out of 
snow. A snow sister. It makes Christmas feel a little less lonely. However, is their 
luck about to change? On Christmas Eve, her father receives a letter about a long-
lost relative's will. Pearl and her mother are very excited because they think that 
they will become rich, and this results in Pearl being sent to the village store to buy 
ingredients for a Christmas pudding. But she is refused, and chased down the 
street where she is hit by a hansom cab. The snow is falling so hard that they can't 
take her home. She'll have to stay at Flintfield Manor overnight, in a haunted 
room... Will Pearl make it home for Christmas? 

 

Headteacher Mrs Carlisle: The Endless Steppe by Esther Hautzig 

 

 

This book is a story and also an autobiographical account of the 

author’s childhood. The story starts when Esther is 10 years old and living 

in Vilna which in 1941 was part of Poland (is now in Lithuania). Esther 

and her family, who are Jewish, are accused of being capitalists and are 

sent to Siberia in a cattle train. Esther experiences extreme hardship and 

constant hunger. The story is told from Esther’s point of view and 

describes her need to fit in and how the love from her family help her 

cope. Lots of historical facts in here and this book would suit able readers 

interested in reading around events of the Second World War. 
 

 
 
 
 

Hazel Class Y4 – Mrs Waddington: Operation Gadgetman by Malorie Blackman 

   

 



Chestnut Class Y4 – Miss Sykes: The Girl Who Walked on Air by Emma Carroll  
 
The Girl Who Walked on Air is historical fiction at its finest! Written by author 
Emma Carroll of Frost Hollow Hall fame, this more challenging read follows aspiring 
tight rope walker Louie on her journey to stardom.  I found it really interesting to 
read something set in a completely different era, especially when it includes such a 
positive female role model, striving to achieve her goals. It left me thinking what 
life would have been like for a young girl growing up as part of a roaming circus!  
 
With twists, turns and show stopping action, this is a book I’d strongly recommend 
for Year 3 and above confident readers who are thinking of trying something a little 
different.  
 

Rowan Class Y3 – Mr Bright:  Spy Dog by Andrew Cope 

I love the Spy dog series by Andrew Cope – a great read for children in Year 3. 

This book is the first in the series about a loveable black and white agent called 

Lara (Licensed Assault and Rescue Animal). Forget 007 – Lara is a secret 

agent like no other, and not just because she is a dog! She can whistle, use a 

computer and understands several languages (and is also PlayStation 

grandmaster). She is trained and employed by the British Secret Service 

and hates villains, injustice and crime! Her mission is to escape an evil drug 

baron, go undercover, await retrieval by the Secret Service and try not to get too 

fond of the family she has chosen to look after her. Interestingly the author is a 

teacher (not just why I am recommending it) who really does have a dog called Lara 

who has one sticky-up ear and came from the RSPCA! 

Oak Class Y3 Miss Burnham: Glorious Flight by Alice and Martin Provensen 

I have chosen this book as it is the story of a man with great resilience and determination. He sets a challenge for himself 

that requires training and determination and works hard to achieve it. On the 

way, he struggles with many set-backs but he keeps persevering and does not give 

up. 

 

It is set in 1901 and the illustrations in the story give us a lovely insight into what 

life was like at that time, what people wore and where they lived.  

This is the story of Louis Bleriot who wants to fly across the Channel from France to 

England, but will he achieve his dream?  

 Poplar Class Y2  Miss Harrison: The Whales’ Song by Dyan Sheldon & Gary 
Blythe 
 
Everyone loves listening to stories from their grandmothers, right? Tales of how 
and what things used to be ‘back in their day’!  
Well I sure do, which is what made me first decide to read this book! 
This is a story about a grandmother sharing a special story with her 
granddaughter, despite Uncle Frederick trying his best to ruin the story. This story 
will take you on an overwhelming journey of a young girl’s determination to 
experience something dreamlike. 

Detailed, mesmerising illustrations accompany this story allowing your imagination to go deeper on the journey as you 
read. Children and adults alike will be able to relate with this story, enjoying the different levels of understanding, 
which it has to offer. The mystery, description and powerful images are sure to hook you in this book and leave you 
wanting to enjoy it time and time again! 
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Willow Class Y2 – Mr Brakefield: The Magic and Mystery of Trees by Jen Green 
 
So you think you know all there is to know about trees? Well think again! 
We may take them for granted (after all they’re all around us) but the 
world of trees is full of awe and wonder. From the towering 
redwoods of North America to the curious-looking baobabs of Sub-
Saharan Africa, trees cover almost every part of our planet and they 
are all truly fascinating. In this incredible book, you will discover 
trees that thrive in extreme environments like the dwarf willow 
which grows at sub-zero temperatures in the frozen Arctic 
tundra. You will stumble across ingenious trees like the lodgepole 
pine that protects itself from insect invaders. And you will learn why 
trees are absolutely vital to our very existence and how you can help 
protect them. There are also tips on how to plant your very own tree, 
care for it and watch it thrive. You will never look at a tree in quite the 
same way. After all, trees are far more magical and mysterious than 
you could ever have imagined. 
 

Elm Class Year 1 – Miss Heron: Notes for Living on Planet Earth  

 

There is a lot to learn about where we live and this 

book is a great way to start exploring our planet. 

Stretching from the bottom of the sea, all the way 

up to the sky and stars and everything in between. It 

gives inquisitive minds a fantastic starting point to a 

complicated topic and encourages you to look after 

the wonderful world we have.  

 

 

Beech Class Y1 – Mrs Hunt  The Storm Whale in Winter by Benji Davies  

Noi is a boy who lives with his dad and 6 cats. During the summer, he had helped rescue a 
whale and return it to the oceans but Noi always hoped 
he would see his friend again. Winter arrives and one 
night Noi is faced with a difficult task. The story unfolds to 
tell a heart-warming tale of bravery and friendship. I also 
love the bond shown between father and son in this 
story. This book is great for younger readers as they can 
explore the illustrations as well as enjoying reading the 
book. Look out for the six cats and try and spot them! 

 



Pear Class Reception - Miss Pearson:   Tidy by Emily Gravett 
 

Pete the badger likes everything to be neat and tidy at all times, but what 
starts as the collecting of one fallen leaf escalates quickly and ends with the 
complete destruction of the forest! Will Pete realise the error of his ways and 
set things right?  
 
A perfect story for those in Reception, with close links to our focus on 
Understanding the World. Children are able to discuss animal habitat and who 
may live there and why. Furthering their knowledge to how we can take care of 
the environments around us.   

A fantastic stimulus for questions and reflection, allowing children to discuss the 
main events of the story. Told in catching rhyming text that reads aloud superbly, 

it is the perfect book to match our focus on rhyming in Reception. 

How many rhyming couplets can you find? 

Cherry Class Reception – Mrs Coughtrey: A Rainbow of My Own by Don Freeman 
 
 Do you enjoy beautiful picture books? If so, you MUST read this book! 
                            
A lonely boy finds an imaginary friend to play with- a rainbow! 
They have great fun playing leapfrog, climb & slide, and hide 
& seek. You will not believe where the rainbow chooses to 
hide! When their adventure comes to an end, there’s a super 
surprise in store… 
 
My class adored this book. We appreciated the watercolour and 
pastel illustrations which were so bright and vibrant. The 
children had so much to tell me about: how rainbows are made, 
what’s at the end of a rainbow and how to make a rainbow of 
your very own!   
 

Apple Class – Nursery Miss Franks: The Paper Dolls by Julia Donaldson and Rebecca Cobb 

A string of paper dolls go on a fantastical adventure through the house and 

out into the garden. They soon escape the clutches of the toy dinosaur and 

the snapping jaws of the oven-glove crocodile, but then a very real pair of 

scissors threatens them!  

 ‘The Paper Dolls’ fits perfectly with our nursery mission topic ‘ourselves’ 

highlighting the power of children’s imagination and creating wonderful 

childhood memories. This story also offers many fantastic opportunities in 

promoting book talk around children’s own experiences. It also allows children 

to explore rhyme and alliteration. Can you find any rhyming words?     

The breathtakingly beautiful story of one little girl and her five paper dolls. A 

picture book that seems simple but gets richer every time you look at it! From Julia Donaldson, the author of 

The Gruffalo, and award-winning illustrator Rebecca Cobb. 

  
                                                                                         


