
Rivers and Seas: How are humans harming the water environment and contributing to disasters such as global warming and flooding? 
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A River’s journey Key Vocabulary  

 

Rivers are always flowing downhill. Unlike seas, which are salty, rivers are 
filled with freshwater to which the lives of many different creatures (insects, 
animals, and humans too) have become perfectly adapted.                                      
The journey of a river from the mountains to its final destination of the sea can 
be divided into three main sections – the upper, middle and lower courses. 

 As they flow, they erode the land. Over a long period of time rivers create 
valleys, or gorges and canyons.                                                                          
Small rivers are usually known as streams, brooks, or creeks. If they flow from 
underground, they are called springs. 

Erosion: The wearing 
away of rock, stones and 
soil by rivers, waves, 
wind, or glaciers. 

Source: Where the 
river/stream begins. This 
is usually high up. 

Tributary: Is a stream or 
river that flows into a 
larger river or lake. 

Confluence: The point at 
which two rivers or 
streams join. 

Meander: A winding curve 
or bend in a river. They 
are typical of the middle 
and lower course of a 
river. 

Floodplain: Is the flat land of 
the river valley close to the 
riverbanks. It is usually found 
in the lower course of a river. 

Delta: An area of low flatland 
where a river divides into 
several smaller rivers before 
flowing into the sea. 

Estuary: Occurs near or at 
the mouth of a river, where 
the tide meets the current 
and the fresh and saltwater 
mix. 

Mouth: The place where a 
river enters a lake, larger 
river, or the ocean 

 

Key Water Cycle Vocabulary 

Evaporation Is the process by which water changes from a liquid to a gas. The 
change of state is due to an increase in temperature. 

Condensation The process of water vapour in the atmosphere cools and changes 
into liquid water. This is the result of hot air becoming cool. 

Precipitation Water that falls from the clouds towards the ground e.g. rain, hail, 
sleet, or snow. 

Collection Precipitation is collected in bodies of water, such as rivers, lakes, and 
oceans. 

Runoff Is precipitation that did not get absorbed into the soil and makes its 
way from the surface into places where water collects. 

The water cycle is the journey water takes as it moves from the land to the sky 
and back again. It follows a cycle of evaporation, condensation, and precipitation.           

  

This is the River Nile in Africa. 

 

It is the longest river in the world, covering 6650Km 

This is the River Severn. 

 

It is the longest river in the UK, covering 345KM 

Water is constantly circulating 
between Earth's surface (the 

land and oceans) and the 
atmosphere above in a never-

ending process called the water 
cycle. Rivers are the main part 

of this as they carry water from 
the highlands (mountains and 
hills) to the lower parts (lakes 

and seas). 


