EYFS at GLPA
EYFS is a very special place. It is a busy place where children are
constantly being challenged without even realising it because they are
learning through a play-based curriculum! Staff work very hard to
assess their ability and knowledge and plan carefully; so that every
child develops in their own unique way! We take our lead from the
children because if they are interested in something, they learn
better.
We pride ourselves on an attractive unit with very stimulating and
well-resourced provision areas where children can practise and develop
their new-found skills.
We appreciate the support from our GLPA parents because we
recognise that we work in partnership. We strive towards every child
reaching their maximum potential and the Early Learning Goals (or
beyond!) before they leave us.
We like to stay in touch with parents. Throughout the year we run
many parent sessions such as ‘Stay and Play’ and workshops to help
our parents understand the work that we do. We have formal parents’
evenings twice a year and hard copies of reports are distributed.
Every child has an EYFS learning profile which documents their
development through written observations, photos and videos. These
observations are sent via ‘Parent Share’ (an online version of the
profile) and parents can also send media back to us!
We also keep in touch by emailing weekly newsletters to parents and
communicate via School Comms. Parents are also invited to make an
appointment to speak with class teachers before or after school.
Contact can also be made by sending an email to our info@glpa.org.uk
account or by telephoning the school and speaking to our office staff.

A Day in the Life…
Throughout the day, children have a good balance of teacher-led
activities (including carpet sessions) and child-led learning.
Our continuous provision and enhancements allow children
to practise what they have learnt and develop their own
interests and skills.
All children learn across the seven areas of development
(as outlined in the EYFS Framework). There are three
prime and 4 specific areas.
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/974907/EYFS_
framework_-_March_2021.pdf

Prime Areas
Communication and
Language

Personal, Social and
Emotional
Development

Physical Development

Listening, Attention
and Understanding

Self-Regulation

Gross Motor Skills

Speaking

Managing Self

Fine Motor Skills

Building Relationships

Specific Areas
Literacy

Mathematics

Understanding
the World

Expressive Arts
and Design

Comprehension

Number

Past and
Present

Creating with
Materials

Word Reading

Numerical
Patterns

People, Culture
and
Communities

Being
Imaginative and
Expressive

Writing

The Natural
World

Throughout the Foundation Stage, children develop characteristics of
effective learning. These are as follows:
Playing and
Exploring

Children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’

Active Learning

Children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter
difficulties, and enjoy achievements

Creating and
Thinking
Critically

Children have and develop their own ideas, make links
between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things

The curriculum is carefully planned across a twoyear rolling programme (as many children join us
in Nursery) and is designed to meet the needs
and interests of the children. Throughout the
year, we plan activities to match the needs of
the pupils based on their next steps in learning. Progression is
tracked carefully based on the Development Matters model which
identifies skills at each stage.
Development Matters - Non-statutory curriculum guidance for the
early years foundation stage (publishing.service.gov.uk)
Our intention in EYFS is to:
1. Challenge every child to reach their maximum potential, across
all 7 areas of learning.
2. Develop positive learning behaviours and create life-long
learners.
3. Prepare children for the challenges they face in Key Stage 1.
Please come and pay us a visit as we are confident you will see happy
children playing busily in their own areas of interest! Our children are
hardworking and pay attention because they are stimulated and want
to learn.
Marie Coughtrey
EYFS Teacher and Leader

