
  

Characters     Settings Vocabulary 

Cherry - 11 years old 

4 brothers 
Mum and dad 

Miner and son 

Coast guards 

Cornwall in England  
Zennor village  
Holiday cottage 

Beach – coast  
Tunnel leading to the Tin mine 

Cowrie: a small sea creature with a soft body and a 
brightly patterned domed shell with a long, narrow 
opening. 
Cove:  a curved part of a coast that partly surrounds 
an area of water. 
Bracken: a large fern (= a type of plant) that grows 
thickly in open areas of countryside, especially on 
hills, and in woods. 
Lode: a layer of metal in its natural form as ore in the 
ground. 
Coastal: located near or has to do with the coast. 

 

 

 

 

          

It all began with a necklace, made of glistening 
pink cowrie shells. A long, long necklace that had 
taken Cherry days – weeks – of careful, painstaking 
work. It was nearly complete, and Cherry was 
determined it would be the longest necklace she 
had ever made; that it would be fit for a giant! But 
the end of the holidays had arrived. 

Poldark Tin Mine is one of Cornwall's most 
important heritage sites and contains what are 
believed to be the oldest complete mine 
workings in Great Britain that are open to the 
public. Tin was mined here in the 18th century, 
and there is even evidence of working for 
alluvial tin from prehistoric times. 

Michael Morpurgo is a British writer and author of 
over one hundred books, mostly for children. Born in 
St Albans, Hertfordshire, in 1943, he was evacuated 
to Cumberland during the last years of the war, then 
returned to London, moving later to Essex. The 
Giant’s Necklace is a short story taken from the 
collection; From Hereabout Hill. 

Knowledge Organiser:  The Giant’s Necklace- Michael Morpurgo 
So, a mining story to start with. For many years I used to go every summer to Zennor. I read Cornish legends, researched the often-tragic 

history of tin mining in Penwith, wandered the wild moors above Zennor Churchtown. I wrote a book of five short stories called ‘From 

Hereabout Hill’. This is the first. 

 


