
 

Street Child- Berlie Doherty  
Year 5 Knowledge Organiser 

Berlie Doherty is a distinguished writer for young people, and has twice won the Carnegie Medal for, ‘Granny was a Buffer Girl’ 
and ‘Dear Nobody’. A former teacher, she has also written plays for theatre, radio and television. If you enjoyed this book then 
why don’t you try the accompanying novel, ‘Far From Home: The Sisters of Street Child’, which tells the story of Jim’s sisters. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

The life and work of Thomas Barnardo (dramatisation) |History - True Storieshttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EEyvc9_BrKs 

 

 

 Street Child 
Jim Jarvis is a runaway. When his mother dies, Jim is all alone in the workhouse 
and desperate to escape. However, Victorian London is a dangerous place and 
for a small every day is a battle for survival. Just when things seem to be looking 
up, he is snatched away and forced to work for Grimy Nick and his vicious dog, 
snipe. Will Jim ever be free? 

‘No Destitute Child Ever Refused Admission’ 

Vocabulary: 
Cane A long stick, used to punish 

children. 

Constable  A police officer of low rank. 

Governor The head of the workhouse. 

 
 
 

Landlord  The owner of a rented 
property. 

 

 

Slum  An area where very poor 
people live. 

Workhouse  A building where the poor 
work in return for food and 
housing. 

Docks  an enclosed area of water in 
a port for the loading, 
unloading and repair of ships. 

Cargo  Goods carried on transport. 
 

Setting                                           
Victorian England- 1860’s London 

Victorian Workhouse 
 The book opens in the slums of 
London where Jim’s family have 
been forced to live after the death 
of their family. After his mother 
death, Jim find himself in the 
workhouse until he escapes to the 
streets of London. When he begins 
working for Grimy Nick, Jim spends 
much of his time on the banks of 
the Thames, moving coal from the 
large ships back to the mainland.  

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Characters 

Jim Jarvis the protagonist who escapes the workhouse looking 
for a better life 
 

Tip Jim’s best friend in the workhouse 
 

Shrimps a street child who helps Jim survive on the streets. 
 

Rosie  
 

a cook who offers Jim a home after his workhouse 
escape 
 

Grimy Nick and 
Snipe the Dog 

a coal boat owner who buys Jim and makes his life 
unbearable. 

Emily & Lizzie Jim’s sisters.                                                                
 

Dr Barnardo  British philanthropist, founder and                            
director of homes for poor and                                         
deprived children- The Ragged School. 

 

 

         Class Read                                  

Book: Street Child                  

Date Published: 1995                                               

Author: Berlie Doherty                                             

Genre: Historical Fiction. 

 

Themes:                                                          
Poverty                                       

Child labour 

Cruelty                                                      

Judging Others                                    

Compassion  

Writing genres:         

Diary Entry,       

Narrative retelling, 

Autobiography   

Historical context 
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