
 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

 
EYFS Objectives 

 
(Understanding 

the World) 

30-50 months 

• To comment and ask questions about aspects of their familiar world, such as the place where they live or the natural world. 

• To talk about some of the things they have observed, such as plants, animals, natural and found objects.  

• To talk about why things happen and how things work.  

• To develop an understanding of growth, decay and changes over time.  

• To show care and concern for living things and the environment. 
 
40-60 months 

• To look closely at similarities, differences, patterns and change. 
 
GLD 

• To talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family members. 

• To know about similarities and differences between themselves and others, and among families, communities and traditions. 

• To know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials and living things. They talk about the features of 
their own immediate environment and how environments might vary from one another. 

Key Areas 
 

Locational 
knowledge 

Place Knowledge 
Human and physical 

geography 
Geographical skills 

and fieldwork 

• I can name of the place I live, e.g. Garforth or Micklefield 

• I can name some of the amenities in the local area of the school, including regularly visited shops, the parish church and the fire 
station. 

• I can identify at least one similarity and one difference between where I live and another community, including in another 
country.  

• I can talk about how human actions can impact on the natural environment. 

• I can ask questions about the place I live. 

• I can explore simple maps to find given places. 

Geographical 
Vocabulary 

environment, natural, local, map, home, direction, world, seaside, beach, town, shop, place,  

 
EYFS Learning 

Contexts 

Ongoing weather 
discussions 
 
Houses and  homes 
 
Changing seasons 
(Autumn) 
 
Picture News topics 
(various) 

Exploring our local 
environment and 
amenities of the 
local community. 

     

 
Visits/Visitors 

Garforth Fire station- Autumn 2 (Rec only) 
 

St Mary’s Church- Easter event (Reception only) 
Temple Newsam Farm (Reception) – Summer 1  
 

Year 1 
Objectives 

 
Key Areas 

 
Locational 
knowledge 

Place Knowledge 
Human and physical 

geography 
Geographical skills 

and fieldwork 

• I can name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries, seas and capitals of the U.K. 

• I can locate Garforth on a map of the UK. 

• I can say and write my street name and house number. 

• I can identify a range of differences and similarities between our town and a nearby city. 

• I can identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the UK. 

• I can identify hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the equator and North and South Poles  

• I can use maps, globes and aerial images to locate areas of the UK. 

• I can use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of my school. 

• I can make simple maps and devise basic symbols. 
 

Geographical 
Vocabulary 

country, city*, capital city, town*, village*, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour, shop*, beach*, cliff, forest, hill, sea, river, soil, season, 
weather, equator,  
 
*introduced in EYFS but recapped in Year 1 to ensure full understanding and appropriate usage.  
 

 
Year 1 Learning 

Contexts 

   

 
Visits/Visitors 

     
Local walk to Garforth Main Street. 



Year 2 
Objectives 

 
Key Areas 

 
Locational 
knowledge 

Place Knowledge 
Human and physical 

geography 
Geographical skills 

and fieldwork 

• I can name and locate the 7 continents and 5 oceans. 

• I can write my full address. 

• I can identify human and physical (people and places, and land) similarities and differences between a small area of the United 
Kingdom (local) and a small area in a non-European country. 

• I can identify key human and physical aspects of London and talk about their importance, including Buckingham Palace, The Shard, 
St Paul’s Cathedral and the River Thames. 

• I can locate at least three African countries and explore their physical features, e.g. rivers, mountains, deserts. 

• I can use directional language to describe the location of features on a map (North, South, East, West, left and right) 

• I can use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the 7 continents and 5 oceans, and the countries studied in Year 2. 

• I can use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features. 

Geographical 
Vocabulary 

continent, ocean, valley, deserts, vegetation, coast, climate, north, south, east, west, mountain, habitat, landmark, map symbols,  

 
Year 2 Learning 

Contexts 

London 
 
Children to explore what makes London 
such an important city and why so many 
people are attracted to it as a place to live 
and visit. 
 
Objectives 
 

• I can identify key human and 
physical aspects of London and 
talk about their importance, 
including Buckingham Palace, The 
Shard, St Paul’s Cathedral, the 
Palace of Westminster and the 
River Thames. 

• I can use aerial photographs and 
plan perspectives to recognise 
landmarks and basic human and 
physical features. 

 
Key Questions: 
 

• Why do so many people want to 
live in and visit London? 

• What are the most important 
buildings in London? 

• Why is the River Thames so 
important to London? 

 
Link to Parliament week (1-7 November) – 
Houses of Parliament – what happens there? 
What makes it so important?  

Amazing Africa 
 
Children to explore three countries in the 
African continent, helping them to develop 
an understanding that the continent is a 
diverse place. They will compare life in these 
countries with their own experience of living 
in the UK, identifying similarities and 
differences. 

 
Objectives 

 
• I can name and locate the 7 

continents and 5 oceans. 

• I can identify human and physical 
(people and places, and land) 
similarities and differences 
between a small area of the 
United Kingdom (local) and a 
small area in an African country. 

• I can locate at least three African 
countries and explore their 
physical features, e.g. rivers, 
mountains, deserts. 

• I can use directional language to 
describe the location of features 
on a map (North, South, East, 
West, left and right) 

• I can use world maps, atlases and 
globes to identify the 7 
continents and 5 oceans, and the 
countries studied in Year 2. 

 
Key Questions 
 

• What is a continent? 

• What are the world’s seven 
continents? 

• How do the countries of Africa 
differ from one another? 

• What sorts of physical 
characteristics do we see in 
Africa? (e.g. Sahara desert, River 
Nile, Atlas Mount Kilimanjaro.)  

• What is the same and what is 
different about where we live 
and the countries we are looking 
at in Africa? 

Glorious Gardens 
 

Exploring where different plants come from 
in the world and why they grow there? 
 
Objectives 
 

• I can name and locate the 7 
continents and 5 oceans. 

• I can use world maps, atlases and 
globes to identify the 7 
continents and 5 oceans, and the 
countries studied in Year 2. 

 
Key Questions 
 

• Why do different plants grow 
best in different climates? 

• Which types of plants that we 
depend on are grown in other 
countries and where are they 
grown? (e.g. bananas, oranges 
and tea.) 

 
Visits/Visitors 

   Chango Music – 
African Drumming 
Session. 

 Trip to RHS Harlow 
Carr – using maps to 
find our way 
around. 



Year 3 
Objectives 

 
Key Areas 

 
Locational 
knowledge 

Place Knowledge 
Human and physical 

geography 
Geographical skills 

and fieldwork 

• I can name and locate some of major cities of the U.K, including York, Sheffield, Manchester, Newcastle, Bristol and Glasgow. 

• I can identify the position and significance of the Equator and Northern Hemisphere and Southern Hemisphere. 

• I can name and locate some countries within South America and their capital cities, including Brazil, Venezuela, Columbia, Peru, 
Argentina and Chile 

• I can describe human and physical similarities and differences between the UK and a South American country. 

• I can identify the human and physical characteristics of the geographical regions of the UK (England, Scotland, Wales, Northern 
Ireland), including largest mountains, notable rivers (including local rivers) and important buildings or landmarks. 

• I can explain the key physical and human characteristics of some South American countries, including the Amazon Rainforest, 
Amazon River, Angel Falls, the Andes and Christ the Redeemer, Nazca Lines and Machu Picchu.   

• I can begin to use eight points of a compass to locate given features on a map. 

• I can use some basic Ordnance Survey map symbols to find physical and human characteristics of an area or region.  

• I can use atlases to independently identify countries in a given region and their capital cities. 
 

Geographical 
Vocabulary 

hemispheres, human geography, physical geography, canopy, deforestation, equatorial, temperate, indigenous, carbon dioxide, botanist, 

 
Year 3 Learning 

Contexts 

   

 
Visits/Visitors 

     

 

Year 4 
Objectives 

 
Key Areas 

 
Locational 
knowledge 

Place Knowledge 
Human and physical 

geography 
Geographical skills 

and fieldwork 

• I can name and locate some countries in Europe and their capital cities. 

• I can explain regional land-use patterns across the U.K and how some of these have changed over time, including how land in the 
local area was once used for mining and is now largely arable land, residential and recreational. 

• I can name and locate some of the counties of the UK, including Yorkshire, Lincolnshire, Derbyshire, Lancashire, Greater London. 

• I can suggest why land use has changed in the areas studied, why some has remained the same and how it might change in the 
future. 

• I can identify the human and physical characteristics of some European countries (including Russia,) including the River Volga, 
Mount Elbrus, Bialowieza Forest and notable landmarks including Stonehenge, the Coliseum and La Sagrada Familia.) 

• I can use digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied, e.g. digimapforschools 

• I can use a range of symbols, including on Ordinance Survey Maps to find physical and human characteristics of a given area or 
region.  

• I can confidently use eight points of a compass to locate given features on a map. 
 

 
 

Geographical 
Vocabulary 

arable, agricultural residential, industrial, woodland, recreational, moors and heathland, coastal, ancient, UNESCO World Heritage Sites,  

 
Year 4 Learning 

Contexts 

   

 
Visits/Visitors 

     

 

Year 5 
Objectives 

 
Key Areas 

 
Locational 
knowledge 

Place Knowledge 
Human and physical 

geography 
Geographical skills 

and fieldwork 

• I can name and locate all countries within North America and some of their major cities, including capital cities.  

• I can identify the position and significance of latitude and longitude  

• I can describe geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the 
United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North or South America. 

• I can explain the key physical and human characteristics of these North American countries, including the Missouri River, Mauna 
Loa, the Rocky Mountains, Niagara Falls, and Statue of Liberty, Chichen Itza and the L’Anse aux Meadows (Norse village,) and 
explain their significance. 

• I can describe how mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes are formed. 

• I can describe and understand key aspects of rivers and the water cycle. 

• I can use a four-figure grid reference to find locations on a map. 

• I can collect and accurately measure geographical information in my local area (e.g. rainfall, temperature, wind speed, noise levels 
etc). 

 

Geographical 
Vocabulary 

altitude, mountain range, magma, caldera, crater, eruption, summit, pyroclastic flow, ash plume, volcanologist, seismic, fault lines, tectonic 
plates, peak, 

 
Year 5 Learning 

Contexts 

   

      



Visits/Visitors  

Year 6 
Objectives 

 
Key Areas 

 
Locational 
knowledge 

Place Knowledge 
Human and physical 

geography 
Geographical skills 

and fieldwork 

• I can identify the position and significance of the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, and the Arctic and Antarctic Circles. 

• I can identify the position and significance of the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night). 

• I can compare the economic activity of the UK and a non-European, developing nation, in the context of globalisation. 

• I can describe and understand key aspects of biomes, climate zones and vegetation belts. 

• I can describe and understand key aspects of economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources in 
the UK including energy, food, minerals and water. 

• I can use a six-figure grid reference to find locations on a map. 

• I can use a range of resources, including maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to answer geographical questions. 
 

Geographical 
Vocabulary 

food processing, transportation, fair trade, globalisation, developing nations, developed nations, biomes, vegetation, climate zone, tropics, 
glaciers,  

 
Year 6 Learning 

Contexts 

   

 
Visits/Visitors 

     

 

 

 


