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Charles II was born 29 May 1630

He was the son of king Charles I and Henrietta Maria from France.

Henrietta was the sister of King Louis XIII of France.

Charles had an older brother, but he died aged less than a day.

Charles’ father was beheaded in 1649 – the only English King to be 
executed by his own people.

Charles spent much of his early adult life in France – after the execution
of his father he did not dare return to England.



Restoration

• Charles attempted to retake his crown at the battle of Worcester, but
was defeated and had to hide in an oak tree before escaping abroad.

• After nine years abroad he was invited back to England, and arrived in 
London 29 May 1660 – his thirtieth birthday.

• The period during which Charles II was King is often known as the 
Restoration as it marked the monarchy being in power again.

• Charles punished the men responsible for his fathers death – he had 
Oliver Cromwells’ body dug up and beheaded.



The merry Monarch

• Charles was known amongst his people as the Merry Monarch –
Oliver Cromwell had banned dancing, theatres, pubs, maypoles and 
even Christmas! Charles brought all of this back.

• Charles liked to spend! He was known for spending huge amounts of 
money and left the bank accounts of England rather empty.

• Charles was a dog lover and had a spaniel he was fond of – the breed 
of dog became popular and was named after him – The King Charles 
Spaniel.



The Great Fire of London

• His reign did not get off to a good start – there was a war with the 
Dutch in 1664 and the plague hit London in 1665 killing hundreds of 
thousands of people.

• In 1666 the Great Fire of London destroyed more than 13,000 
buildings in London.

• Charles showed his bravery by getting involved in tackling the fire 
himself – putting his own life at risk.



Legacy

• Charles II married Catherine of Braganza, a Portuguese princess, in 
1662 – she introduced tea drinking to England!

• The couple never had any children – but the king had many affairs 
and had at least 12 illegitimate children.

• Charles died on 6th February 1685 when he was 54 years old.

• He was succeeded to the throne by his younger brother James, who 
became King James II.


