
Ancient Egypt - Knowledge Organiser (History focus) 

Here are some key facts that you will need to know about our mission in the Autumn term.  

Ancient Egypt Key Facts  

• Most ancient Egyptian pyramids were 

built as tombs for pharaohs (rulers of 

Ancient Egypt) and their families Over 130 

pyramids have been discovered in 

Egypt.  

• The Egyptian alphabet contained more 

than 700 hieroglyphs (the pictures and 

symbols used to write)  

• Ancient Egyptians believed in more than 

2,000 deities! They had Gods for eve-

rything, from dangers to chores! Each 

God would be worshipped to keep life in 

balance. 

• Cats were considered to be a sacred 

animal. It is believed that most families 

kept a cat as a pet, which they believed 

would bring good luck!  

• The afterlife was incredibly important to 

the Egyptians. They believed that by pre-

serving a dead person’s body - which 

they did through the process of mummi-

fication (preparing the dead body for after-

life) - their soul would live on in the 

after-life forever.  

• Egypt is a country in the North of Afri-

ca. The capital City is Cairo and the 

longest river on the world 

(River Nile) runs through 

Egypt.  

         Interesting Facts 

Unwrapped, the bandages of an Ancient Egyptian 

mummy could stretch for 1.6km. 

The Ancient Egyptians invented lots of things we 

still use today, such as paper, pens, locks, keys 

and - believe it or not - toothpaste! 

The Pyramid of Khufu at Giza is the largest Egyp-

tian pyramid.  

Both Egyptian men and women wore make-up. As 

well as offering protection from the sun, they be-

lieved make-up had magic healing powers too! 

Notable people 

Howard Carter - An archaeologist from Norfolk, 

England who discovered the tomb of Tutankhamun in 

1922. 

Tutankhamun - A pharaoh who inherited the throne 

aged 9 or 10, after the death of his father. He 

reigned for roughly 10 years and died aged 18. His 

tomb was in Valley of the Kings. 

Key Vocabulary 

Mummy - A body that has been preserved and 

wrapped in bandages.  

Pyramid - An ancient structure built for tombs.  

Tombs - A space where dead bodies were buried.  

Sphinx - A mythical creature with the 

body of a lion and the head pf a hu-

man being. The Great Sphinx of Giza 

is a statue made from limestone.  

River Nile - The longest river in the world which 

flows in to the Mediterranean sea. Its length is 

around 6,695km.  

Important artefacts 

Canopic jars - Using during the mum-

mification process to store all major 

organs ready for the after-life.  

Coffin - A container which dead bodies 

were placed in to.  

 

Coffin mask - A mask which was made and 

used to protect the head of a body, after 

mummification, before it was placed in the 

coffin. For the richest and most important Egyptians, 

the mask would have been made of gold!  

Mattock - An Ancient Egyptian farming tool 

which had a wooden handle and blade, 

tied together with rope. 

Sickle - A farming tool made from wood 

with a crescent shaped head used for 

gathering crops. 

Shaduf - An irrigation (supplying wa-

ter to crops) tool used to bring water 

from the Nile to the crops.  


