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Wolf Brother is the first book in the series Chronicles of Ancient Darkness by Michelle Paver.  
https://www.michellepaver.com/becoming-a-wolf/ 

 
Paver was born in Nyasaland (now Malawi) and 

.travelled to the forests of Finland researching how people 

lived 6000 years ago. She spent time with wolves at the 

UK Wolf Conservation 

Trust and also studied 

the raven population at 

the Tower of London.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

In 2003, Michelle 

started work on an idea for a series of six books that 

had been brewing ever since childhood. Set in 
prehistoric, hunter/gatherer times, in a world of dark 

enchantment, menace and superstition, the stories revolve 

around a boy – and his wolf companion – growing up, 

fighting for survival and unleashing a powerful magic. 

Wolf Brother:  Wolf Brother is an exciting adventure set 
6,000 years ago during the time of the hunter gatherers. 

Evil stalks the land. Torak, of wolf clan is the main 

character. His father’s death, at the hands of a gigantic 

bear triggers Torak’s quest - to save the forest from 

destruction.His loyal guide is a wolf cub and the story is 

told from both human and animal perspectives. Their journey 

together takes them 
through deep forests, 

across giant glaciers, and into dangers they never 

imagined. Theirs is a terrifying quest in a world of 

wolves, tree spirits and hidden people, a world in which 

trusting a friend means risking your life. 
There are strong themes in this story, including bravery, 

loyalty and a deep respect for the forest and its inhabitants. 

Vocabulary: 
Impenetrable: impossible to pass through or 

enter 
Ochre: an earthy pigment containing ferric 

oxide, typically with clay, varying from 

light yellow to brown or red. 

Souls: the spiritual or immaterial part of a 

human being or animal, regarded as 

immortal. 

Sacrifice: an act of slaughtering an animal 

or person or surrendering a possession as 

an offering to a deity. 

Possessed: of a person) completely controlled 

by an evil spirit. 

Invincible: too powerful to be defeated or 
overcome 

Menace: a person or thing that is likely to 
cause harm; a threat or danger. 

Carcass: the dead body of an animal.  

Clan: a close-knit group who are related or 

who share a strong common interest. 

Prehistoric- Middle Stone Age: 
 Life in Mesolithic Era 

 
They were hunters and gatherers. 

 

They would have lived near rivers and 

lakes in houses made from animal skins 

spread over a bowl-shaped timber frame. 

 

They dig flint out of the ground, using 

antlers as a pick.  

 

They gather food and make tools from 

stone and antlers. 

 
They have to move about following food, 

so everything must be light and portable.  

 

They make weapons with which to hunt, 

and domesticate a wolf - the beginning of 

man’s relationship with dogs. 

Characters 

 
WOLF    

A furry little cub who is the 

closest thing Torak has to a 

brother. Wolf is smart, 

protective and curious. 
 

 
TORAK 

Torak is a courageous boy 

who swore an oath to his 

father he would find ‘The 

Spirit Mountain or die 

trying 

                 
 RENN   

Renn is a young girl, who 

has her heart set out to her 

can. She guides Torak 

through their journey to 

‘The Mountain.’ 
 

 

 
FIN-KEDINN   

Fin-Kedinn proudly leads the 

Raven Clan. He is Renn’s 

uncle. After Renn’s dad died, 

Finn-Kedinn took care of 

Renn. 

 

 
BEAR   

The Bear lives in the forest. 

He becomes strongest when 

the red eye is highest.  
 

THE PROPHECY  
• A Shadow attacks the 

Forest. 
• None can stand against it. 
• Then comes the Listener. 
• He fights with air and 

speaks with silence. 
• Gives his blood to the 

Mountain.                   

And the shadow is 
crushed. 

 
 

‘Chronicles of Ancient 

Darkness is my way of 

achieving what I used to 

dream about when I was 

ten years old: to run 

with the wild wolves in 

the prehistoric Forest. 

 

“I knew I wanted to 

write, but I didn’t think 

I’d be able to make a 

living at it…” 

Wolf cub sees the world differently: 
Tall Tailless = Torak                             

Fast wet = River               

Bright-Beast-That-Bites-Hot = Fire                

Long–Claw-That-Flies = Knife        

Great-White -Cold = Mountains 
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