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What is Phonics?
• Phonics is a way of teaching children how to read and 

write quickly and skilfully

• It develops phonemic awareness – the ability to hear, 
recognise and use the sounds within words.

• Children are taught to read by breaking down words 
into separate sounds or ‘phonemes’. They are then 
taught how to blend these sounds together to read the 
whole word. 

• There are around 40 different sounds.

• Children will also be taught other skills, such as 
whole-word recognition (see ‘tricky words’), book skills 
and a love and enjoyment of reading.



What does phonics look 
like in school?

• Whole class half an hour phonics teaching each 
day – a new sound everyday.

• Focused interventions for those who need it.

• Whole class reading sessions to apply phonics 
skills.

• Integrated into other subjects.

• Daily 1:1 reading with Phonic bug books to develop 
fluency and practise phonics..



The Jargon – A Quick Guide

phoneme - Any one of the 44 sounds which 
make up words in the English language.

grapheme – How a phoneme is written down. There 
can be more than one way to spell a phoneme. For 
example, the phoneme ‘ay’ is spelt differently in 
each of the words ‘way’, ‘make’, ‘fail’, ‘great’, 
‘sleigh’ and ‘lady’.

blending – Putting together the sounds in a word 
in order to read it, e.g. ‘f – r – o – g, frog’

segmenting – Breaking a word into its constituent 
sounds in order to spell them, e.g. ‘frog, f – r – o – g’’



The Jargon – A Quick Guide

digraph – two letters which make one sound 
e.g. ai in rain     th in bath      ay in day

trigraph – three letters, which make one sound
e.g igh in night    ear in fear   air in chair

Split digraph – two letters that make one sound 
but are split – you may know this trick as the 
magic ‘e’

e.g a-e in cake  we hear in order ‘c’ ‘a-e’ ‘k’. But the 
a-e spelling bridges across that final sound.



Phonics 
Progression



In school, we follow the Letters and 

Sounds programme. Letters and 

Sounds is a phonics resource 

published by the Department for 

Education and Skills which 

consists of six phases.



Phase 1 - Nursery
• There are 7 aspects with 3 strands.

• A1 – Environmental

• A2 – Instrumental sounds

• A3 – Body Percussion

• A4 – Rhythm and rhyme

• A5 – Alliteration

• A6 – Voice sounds

• A7 – Oral blending and segmenting.



Phonics Progression
Phase 2 - Reception



Phonics Progression
Phase 3 - Reception



Phonics Progression
Phase 4

Covered in 
Reception and 
was revised last 
half-term.

This phase 
consolidates all 
that the 
children have 
learnt in the 
previous phases.



Phonics Progression
Phase 5 – Year One



Phase 6
• The focus is on learning 
spelling rules for suffixes.

-s   -es -ing -ed

-er -est -y -en

-ful -ly -ment -ness



Let’s have 
a go!



ay



ou





ue



ue



a_e





Sound 
Buttons



Can you spot the 
phonemes in these 

words?

cat



Can you spot the 
phonemes in these 

words?

chip



Can you spot the 
phonemes in these 

words?

thorn



Can you spot the 
phonemes in these words?

portrait



Can you spot the 
phonemes in these words?

shine



Alien 
Words



Can you spot the 
phonemes in these 

words?

yop



Can you spot the 
phonemes in these 

words?

desh



Can you spot the 
phonemes in these 

words?

queep



Can you spot the 
phonemes in these 

words?

mece



What is a Phonics 
Screening Check?

• Every Year 1 child in the country will be taking 
the Phonics Screening Check during the same 
week in June. 

• The Phonics Screening Check is a quick and 
easy assessment of your child’s phonics 
knowledge.

• The aim of the check is to ensure that all 
children are able to read by the end of Year 2.



•The check is very similar to tasks the 
children already complete during phonics 
lessons. 

•Your child will be sat with their teacher 
and will be asked to read 40 words aloud. 

•Your child can use sound buttons to help 
them to read and blend the words

•The focus of the check is to see which 
sounds the children know and therefore the 
children will be asked to read made up 
‘nonsense’ words.

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=reading+clipart&hl=en&qscrl=1&nord=1&rlz=1T4SNYK_en-GBGB313GB313&biw=1280&bih=685&tbm=isch&tbnid=nwlEY6_5A5p2CM:&imgrefurl=http://www.chumpysclipart.com/illustration/1674/picture_of_a_grinning_worm_with_glasses_reading_a_book&docid=ra3hgKiWkQ10tM&imgurl=http://www.chumpysclipart.com/images/illustrations/xsmall2/1674_picture_of_a_grinning_worm_with_glasses_reading_a_book.jpg&w=345&h=350&ei=veh9T8HrLcSG8gP0z6CRDg&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=272&sig=117638893342511017181&page=2&tbnh=145&tbnw=143&start=20&ndsp=25&ved=1t:429,r:5,s:20,i:176&tx=56&ty=57


Year 1 Phonics Test



After the check

• Children will be scored against a 
national standard (yet to be determined 
by DfE) however it is usually 32 out of 
40.

• If you child’s score fall below the 
national standard they have to re-take 
the Phonics Screening Check in Year 2.



How can I help at 
home?

• Read with your child every day
• Flashcards to practice sounds
• Encourage use of phonics and sound 
buttons

• Encourage your child to use their sound 
mat when reading or writing to find the 
sound they need.  

• Children can practise their phonics by 
playing games online. The children 
particularly like ‘Buried Treasure’

•http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/BuriedT
reasure2.html



•REMEMBER:  Phonics is not the only 
thing needed to become a fluent 
reader.

•Please continue to read with your child 
each night and encourage them to:

•Sound out

•Re-read to check it makes sense.

•Use pictures for clues.

•Ask questions about the book.

•And most importantly ENJOY READING!



Questions?


