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Birch Class Y6 Mr Brakefield  – High Rise Mystery by Sharna Jackson       

In the middle of a heatwave, tragedy unfolds as a murder sends a London tower 

block into a spin. Determined sisters, Nik and Norva set out to solve the mystery 

and find the culprit of this horrendous crime. But this is not a simple case to crack 

and there are many twists and turns as they attempt to unravel the truth. 

The story unfolds at a lightning pace and introduces us to the fascinating 

inhabitants of ‘the Tri’ estate, who help to reveal community secrets that eventually 

lead the girls to a resolution. But it might not be the finale they (nor you) were 

expecting… 

Will you be able to sift through the evidence and solve this inner-city murder 

mystery? One thing is for sure: you will be gripped with every turn of the page. 

Sycamore Class Y6 Mrs Coates- Stoneheart by Charlie Fletcher (1st in a trilogy) 

A fantasy story set in the heart of London. 

‘Deep in the City something had been woken, so old that people had been 
walking past it for centuries without giving it a second look...' 

When George is on a trip with his school at the Natural History Museum in 
London, he inadvertently breaks the dragon's head outside. This ancient 
prehistoric beast, now awoken, begins to hunt him down across the streets of the 
city and is joined by other friendly and not so friendly forces including a World 
War I gunner. It is the beginning of a terrifying and action-packed adventure 
which sees good and evil forces clashing and the worst part is that no-one else 
can see his plight. George and his pal, Eddie are all alone in a parallel nightmare! 

Mrs Carlisle: Oranges in No Man’s Land by Elizabeth Laird 
 
A gripping story of a ten-year-old girl who risks death to make a lifesaving dash 
through war-torn Beirut. 

With her father abroad looking for work and her mother killed in a rocket attack, 
Ayesha and her young brothers find themselves refugees in a bombed out flat in 
Beirut with only an elderly grandmother to care for them. 

When their Grandmother becomes seriously ill, Ayesha quickly realises that no-
one else will take responsibility and she undertakes a perilous journey across no 
man's land to enemy-held territory in search of a doctor and vital medicines. 

This book examines how daily life continues in the midst of violent conflict and 
paints a picture of a city devastated by civil war and the effects on just some of 
those caught up in it. 



Miss Egan – suitable for Y5/6: The Invention of Hugo Cabret by Brian Selznick 

I had been meaning to read this book for such a 

long time and am so glad that I finally got around to 

it! This is a wonderful read – full of intrigue and 

wonder.  The main characters have various secrets 

that are gradually revealed throughout the course of 

the story including how they are connected to one 

another.  

 

Even though the book is HUGE, a confident reader 

will be able to read this in just a few evenings 

because what is particularly special about Hugo 

Cabret is that large sections of the story are told 

purely through beautiful pencil illustrations, just like 

a graphic novel.  There are also occasional photographs taken from films that 

help us to understand aspects of the book. 

 

Before, during or after reading the book take a look at the following clips: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZNAHcMMOHE8 

 

These additional links will show you some real automata, some of which are over 200 years old!  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7ZiH7oF3OMM 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uzM32wVTbsY 

Miss Egan – suitable for KS2: The Night I Met Father Christmas by Ben Miller 

 

Reading this book last Christmas really put me in a festive mood and although 

I’ve recommended it across Key Stage Two, I am sure that it would make a 

great bedtime story for children in KS1 too.   

 

Borrowing heavily in its plot structure from Charles Dickens’s A Christmas 

Carol, this story tells the tale of Jackson who is absolutely determined to meet 

Father Christmas and prove anyone doubting his existence wrong.  When 

Jackson actually manages to meet the big man himself, he discovers how he 

originally became Father Christmas along with a few of the magical and 

mysterious tricks he has up his sleeve! 

 

 

Maple Class Y5 Miss Sykes: Cogheart by Peter Bunzl 

 

This book seems to be a right of passage primary school read. I’d spotted it 

on the display in the Key Stage 1 hall and thought I’d give it a go for myself. 

Peter Bunzl’s Cogheart follows the adventures of Lily Hartman. Trapped in a 

life of Victorian stuffiness at her prim boarding school, things take a turn 

when her father – a famous inventor – disappears. This is a story of twists, 

turns and wind up animals. I would recommend this book to free readers who 

are looking for a story with robots, a time period gone by and lots of 

challenging vocabulary. I’ve very nearly finished reading this gripping tale so 

if you see me, please don’t tell me what happens! 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZNAHcMMOHE8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7ZiH7oF3OMM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uzM32wVTbsY


Chestnut Class Y4 – Plum by Tony Mitton 

 

This book of poems is a favourite by Tony Mitton who has been hailed in 
the U.K. for reviving the tradition of English lyric children's poetry. Plum is 
a book with poems for every mood -thoughtful, funny, silly, fantastical - 
all perfectly accompanied by the wondrous pastels of Mary GrandPre. 
Together they reveal the story of St. Brigid and the baker, the mysteries 
that lie down, Green Man Lane, the pleasure of a special hat, the joys of 
the Elegant Elephant Delicatessen and the talents of Mrs. Bhattacharya's 
Chapati Zap Machine. Share these poems with family, friends and loved 
ones – they are in for a treat! 
 
 

 
Hazel Class Y4 – Mrs Waddington: Nevermoor: The Trials of Morrigan Crow by Jessica 
Townsend 

Morrigan Crow is cursed, destined to die on her eleventh birthday. But as 
the clock strikes midnight, she is whisked away and taken to the secret city 
of Nevermoor where she’s invited to join the Wundrous Society. Mystery, 
magic and protection are hers – if only she can pass four impossible trials, 
using an exceptional talent. Which she doesn’t have…… 

I loved reading this book.  I found the first two chapters tricky, but after that 
I couldn’t put the book down so I am glad I persevered!   

 

 

Rowan Class Y3 – Mr Bright: Kid Normal by Greg James and Chris Smith 

This book is very entertaining, fast moving and 

perfect for any child who has enjoyed the Captain 

Underpants and Wimpy Kid series. This is a superhero 

story with a twist – filled with likeable heroes and a 

suitably ridiculous evil villain who is half man and half wasp 

and full of evil plans! 

This book is the first in a series which is a laugh out loud 

adventure series for children aged 8 +. Life is not easy for 

Murph Cooper. His mum has accidentally enrolled him at a 

school for superheroes. When he starts at his new 

school several weeks into the start of the academic year, he 

feels very awkward as he is surrounded by children with superpowers such as flying or controlling the 

weather! He is the only ‘normal’ one in his school. However, although he has no special abilities, that 

doesn’t mean Kid Normal can’t still become a superhero! Kid Normal has the chance to become a 

superhero in his own way like his peers but he has a big challenge to deal with before that can happen. 

You’ll be gripped by this very engaging story which has wonderful illustrations throughout by Erica 

Salcedo. 



Oak Class Y3 Miss Harrison –The Christmasaurus by Tom Fletcher      

Do you love dinosaurs? Elves? The North Pole? Something funny? 
CHRISTMAS? 

If the answer to any or all of the above questions is yes then this is 
sure to be a book that you’ll enjoy. Although this book may well be 
about many things that you already know about, forget all of that as 
you embark on this adventure with the REAL Santa Claus (who has 
to sit on an egg to protect it), an elf called Snozzletrump, a mean 
hunter, Mr Trundle (who is obsessed with Christmas) and William 
Trundle (who busts a few myths about what disabled people want)! 
This heart-warming, loveable tale will leave you full of Christmas 
spirit and your mind swirling with all the magic! 

If you ever doubted that dinosaurs and Christmas would work well 
together, doubt no more. 

 

Poplar Class Y2 – Mrs Heron: Rabbit and Bear by Julian Gough and Jim Field 

Rabbit and Bear is a story all about friendship and finding out how 
much better it is when we work together. There are lots of funny parts 
for the kids to enjoy with Rabbit’s bad habits too. It is perfect for 
children who are moving away from picture books and looking for 
something bigger. 

I found this book when it was highly rated by another author whose 
books I enjoy reading. Plus, this book is part of a series so if you enjoy 
the first, there’s more to pick up afterwards. 

Bear wakes up early from hibernation. If she can't sleep, then at least 
she can make a snowman. Rabbit has never made a snowman, but he 
definitely wants to make one that's better than Bear's. However, with 
an avalanche and a hungry wolf heading his way, Rabbit soon realises 
that it might be nice to have a friend on your side. Especially when it comes to building snowmen. 
This is a tale of friendship, gravity, and just a little bit of poo. 

 
Willow Class Y2 – Mr Buckley: The Sheep Pig by Dick King Smith 

Babe is an orphaned piglet who is won at a fair by Farmer Hogget. 
Fly, the kind-hearted sheep-dog, adopts Babe so begins an 
interesting relationship between dog and pig. Babe knows he can't 
be a sheep-dog. But can he be a sheep-pig? This is another classic 
children's story by Dick King-Smith and is the tale that became the 
film ‘Babe’. 

 

 



Elm Class Y1 –Miss Pearson Grandad’s Secret Giant – David Litchfield 
 

A GIANT story of belonging and friendship from 

David Litchfield, author ofThe Bear and the Piano. 
"He has hands the size of tables," Grandad said, 

"legs as long as drainpipes and feet as big as 
rowing boats. Do you know who I mean?" "Yes," sighed 

Billy. "The Secret Giant. But he's not real!" Billy 

doesn't believe his Grandad when he tells him 
there's a giant living in his town, doing good deeds 

for everyone. He knows that a giant is too big to 

keep himself hidden. And why would he want to 
keep himself a secret? But as time goes on, Billy 

learns that some secrets are too BIG to stay secret for long...  
 

This delightful heartfelt story of belonging and friendship teaches the 

importance of tolerance and acceptance to young children. 
 
Curriculum Links:  
Art: The people living in the town couldn’t finish the mural, so the giant completed 
it for them. Could you start a picture or painting and ask a friend to complete it? 
PSHE: Grandad says ‘We all make mistakes sometimes’. Can you think of times when 
you have made mistakes? How did you deal with them? 

 

Beech Class Y1– Mrs Hunt: The Snowflake by Benji Davies 

 

This is an interesting tale about two very different characters – a 

snowflake and a little girl. The story follows the two characters 

simultaneously through the book until they are eventually brought 

together, highlighting how some things are just meant to be. It is a 

lovely wintery story about finding your purpose and the ending is 

utterly heart-warming! 

 

 I would highly recommend this story as it have beautiful 

illustrations and made me feel very festive. 
 
Pear Class- Reception – Miss Egan – The Velveteen Rabbit (Illustrated gift edition) by Margery Williams 

If any of you have ever wondered if and how your cuddly toys ever come 

to life when you are not looking, then this is the story for you! 

A young boy is given a new cuddly rabbit as a gift, which is with him 

through good and bad times in his life.  He is told one day by the boy’s toy 

horse that only when a toy is truly loved (and also well-worn!) can it 

become ‘Real’.  Years go by and the rabbit wishes he could just join the 

wild rabbits he sees in the garden…… 

This beautifully illustrated book is a much-loved classic that is suitable 

for children from Reception up to Year 3.  The heart-warming story with 

these gorgeous illustrations would cheer up anyone and be a welcome 

addition to any Christmas stocking. 

 



Cherry Class Reception – Mrs Coughtrey: The Box Turtle by Vanessa Roeder 

Terrance the turtle was born without a shell so he had a cardboard box 

instead. He loved it because it kept him dry on the soggiest days and safe 

on the scariest nights.  Sadly, after some unkind words were said to him 

one day, he questioned whether his shell was good enough. Terrance began 

searching for a new one but unfortunately nothing else felt like a perfect 

fit…. 

 

Luckily, he met some kind friends along the way and finally discovered 

it’s perfectly okay to be different! 

 

A gorgeous picture book which encourages 

both the acceptance and appreciation of 

each of us being unique. 

Apple Class Nursery Miss Franks: The Odd Egg by Emily Gravett 

The Odd Egg is a fantastic story which will support young 
children create a true love for reading. The story will grab 
your child’s attention with its Very Hungry Caterpillar style 
split- pages. This adds an interactive element that nursery 
children will Really enjoy. 

All the birds have laid an egg and are eagerly anticipating the 
arrival of their chicks, but poor Duck can’t understand why 

he hasn’t produced an egg too. Then Duck finds a big, spotted egg – the most beautiful egg he has 
ever seen – and claims it for himself. One by one, eggs hatch for Hen, Owl, Parrot and Flamingo, 
but despite waiting patiently, Duck’s egg refuses to crack. Until one day the big, spotted egg begins 
to creak and a most unexpected, decidedly non-feathered, creature emerges from the shell. 

The author and illustrator Emily Gravett has created a fun, engaging story for children to enjoy 
with their families. This story will keep them in suspense as the story unfolds. 
Apple Class Nursery Mrs Merriman: Bear Says Thanks by Karma 

Wilson and Jane Chapman 

Bear Says Thanks is a book by Karma Wilson 

and Jane Chapman. It’s one we’ve just 
shared in Apple Class for our learning about 

Thanksgiving and Harvest too. I enjoyed the 

cheerful illustrations and inclusion of 
different animals in this board book. The 

story is all about friendship and sharing 
and is very relatable, even for the youngest 

of audiences. The authors’ words are 
descriptive and have a nice paced rhyme. This is a sweet read for 

younger children to enjoy, perhaps as a bedtime story. 
                                                                                         


