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Birch Class Y6 – Miss Egan: Frost Hollow Hall by Emma Carroll 
 
This Victorian-era mystery centres on Tilly and her friend Will.  Life is tough for Tilly’s family 
and the grand Frost Hollow Hall (the local mansion), whilst providing Tilly with the chance to 
support her family, is also the scene of a tragic event.  After a reckless dare on the Hall’s icy 
lake, Tilly’s life appears to be saved by a young boy called Kit however, many years ago Kit 
drowned in that very same lake……. 
 
Why is Kit’s spirit unable to find peace?  What secret must Tilly and Will uncover at the 
inhospitable, gloomy mansion? 
 
If you prefer your historical novels to have a spooky twist, then this book is for you!   
 
After enjoying Letters from the Lighthouse, I had been meaning to read another of Emma Carroll’s books and am so 
glad I came across Frost Hollow Hall.  I am looking forward to getting stuck into When we were Warriors or Strange Star 
next! 

Birch Class Y6 – Miss Egan: The Island by Armin Greder 
 
Don’t let the fact that this is a large picture book fool you into thinking it’s for younger readers.  
In fact, this powerful story with its striking images, is a fable for all of us today young and old. 
This story would be best suited to older readers from Y5 and 6 right up to secondary pupils and 
beyond.  It tells the tale of a community that takes in a stranded man who arrives on their 
shores and then how ignorance and fear lead to all sorts of terrible rumours.  Eventually the 
society on the island is changed forever and not necessarily for the better….. 
 
 
 

Birch Class Y6 – Miss Egan: Fireweed by Jill Paton Walsh 
 
Another great story set within the context of World War Two and from the 
point of view of young evacuees: Bill and Julie.  This is a completely different 
perspective compared to other evacuee narratives because unlike Willie in 
Goodnight Mr Tom, these children don’t necessarily arrive at their host 
families (billets). Instead they decide to cope on their own however, in a city under 
fire from the Luftwaffe, it is an incredibly dangerous place to be…. 
 
Jill Paton Walsh paints a vivid picture of life during the Blitz, which is great for 
readers in search of an adventure as well as anyone with an interest in this period 
of history.  There are so many details here such as descriptions of hundreds of 
people sheltering each night in London’s underground stations and the chaotic 
scenes of streets devastated by bombs. 
 



Sycamore Class Y6 - Mrs Coates: The Oversight by Charlie Fletcher 

The Oversight, a secret society that polices the lines between the mundane and 
the magic, has become seriously depleted in number and trouble is brewing 
across the city of London. As the borders between this world and the next begin 
to break down it looks as if a new recruit will be their saving grace – but she is a 
trap! Enemies of the Oversight begin to close in from all sides. This is the start 
of a brilliant fantasy series from Charlie Fletcher full of witch-hunters, 
magicians and mirror-walkers. Exciting and scary it will keep you pinned to 
your seat the whole way through! Charlie Fletcher also wrote the Stoneheart 
trilogy – another good read! 

 
Mrs Carlisle: The Dark by Lemony Snicket 

 

This short story is about Laszlo and how he stopped being afraid of the dark. 

The dark is represented as a character in the book, the theme being that you 

might be afraid of the dark but the dark is not afraid of you.  

 

 

 

 
Mrs Carlisle: Pigeon Summer by Ann Turnbull 

 
Set in the 1930’s this book is about a mining family and community living in 
poverty during the Great Depression. Mary’s father has left home in search of 
work, leaving his beloved racing pigeons in Mary’s care – much to her mother’s 
disapproval. There is barely enough money to feed the family, let alone the 
pigeons. The story is about Mary’s dream about racing her father’s pigeons 
(especially her favourite, Speedwell), to victory. This brings her into conflict with 
her mother and Mary forms an unlikely friendship with the unpopular boy in her 
class. 

 
 
 

Mrs Carlisle: The Silence Seeker by Ben Morley 
 
A new family moves in next door to the main 
character Joe. Joe’s mum explains they are asylum 
seekers. Joe hears that they are silence seekers 
especially as mum adds they need peace and quiet. 
Joe makes friends with the child next door even 
though they do not have a common language but one 
day the family leave in the middle of the night. A 
modern book written for young children exploring the 
topic of refugees and asylum seekers. 
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Mrs Allen: Hitler’s Canary by Sandi Toksvig  

“You must stand up for everyone’s right to be who they are – otherwise you may find 

one day that it is you who is singled out, who is seen as different, and then there will be 

no one to defend you.”  

Denmark, 1940. The Danish Government has accepted the German’s offer of 

“protection” and now Hitler’s troops line the streets.  Everything seems strangely 

normal, but there are air raids, food is in scarce supply, no-one knows who to trust, and 

worse, there are rumours of arrests and disappearances to who knows where.     

Bamse, the son of an eccentric actress and a painter, and his brother Orlando and 

Jewish friend, Anton, must make a decision; do they fight back and protect their 

friends and neighbours, or do they tweet along to Hitler’s tune, like a canary in a 

cage.  

A story of bravery, daring, and a warm hearted family, based on the early life of the author’s father, this book 

is for Key Stage 2 readers who love history and adventure.  

 
Larch Class Y5 - Mrs Mir: Straw into Gold: Fairy Tales Re-spun- Hilary Mckay  

Straw into Gold: Fairy Tales Re-Spun, is a classic collection of fairy tales which are retold with a new twist. This 
ten-story collection includes the much- loved tales of Rapunzel, Cinderella, the 
Princess and the Pea, Rumpelstiltskin, the Pied Piper of Hamelin, the Swan 
Brothers, Snow White and the Seven Dwarves, Red Riding Hood, the Twelve 
Dancing Princesses and Hansel and Gretel.  

Imagine Hansel and Gretel's story from their teacher's point of view, when Gretel 
submits her report of, "What I did in the Holidays, and Why Hansel's Jacket is so 
tight." Learn the story of how Rumpelstiltskin was used by a greedy girl 
who wanted to marry a prince in "Straw into Gold." Find out what was really 
underneath all those mattresses the unlucky princess had to sleep on--and who 
the prince was really in love with--in "The Prince and the Problem."  

Each tale is retold with a spin, adding a new dimension to whole tale.  The author 
retells these stories with a freshness and with unexpected twists and updates, yet they 
retain the heart of the originals. Each story feels familiar, the traditions and the key 
elements that we know are still there but the messages and the characters feel relevant to today’s readers. Both 
adults and children, particularly if they know the originals, will love the jokes and references. Each story is also 
accompanied by delicate black and white illustrations.   

Maple Class Y5 – Mrs Thompson: Wed Wabbit by Lissa Evans 

 

It was just another shopping trip until, a terrible accident lands Fidge’s 

sister in hospital. Whilst staying at her awful cousin’s house, a terrible 

storm, mixed with her guilty conscience, causes Fidge to be thrown into the 

land of the Wimbley Woos. Alongside three companions (two of which are 

incredibly weird and her useless cousin, Graham), she must travel through 

this strange land of colourful creatures, who speak in rhyme, in order to 

return Wed Wabbit to her sister. 

Before lockdown someone in class shared this book with me, however I only 

got to hear the first couple of chapters. I decided to pick it up myself and 

was instantly hooked. I hope you enjoy it as much as I did. 
 

 

 



Chestnut Class Y4 - Miss Sykes:  The Dancing Bear by Michael Morpurgo 

 

To make a change from all the poetry I read, I dived into The Dancing Bear by Michael 

Morpurgo as my bed time story during lock down. Morpurgo’s stories often revolve 

around the animal kingdom and for a long time he has been someone who I can turn 

to for a nice comfort read.  

 

Our story follows a kind orphan child who happens upon an abandoned bear cub in 

the woods. She brings him back to her small village and he quickly becomes part of 

the community. Things get turned upside down when a glamorous film crew arrive 

and command the bear to dance. This book hasn’t been assigned a book band colour 

but I’d recommend it to anyone on lime or above. It is a fun tale with plenty of twists 

and turns!  

Hazel Class Y4 – Mrs Waddington: Demolition Dad by Phil Earle 

George, (who is Jake’s dad) spends all week knocking down buildings ... 
and all weekend fighting with wrestlers! He's the Demolition Man, and Jake 
is so proud of his Dad! However, when Jake hears about a wrestling 
competition in the USA he manages to persuades his beloved dad to 
apply.  Unfortunately, things don't quite turn out the way he 
expected.....  This book made me laugh and I really enjoyed reading it! Phil 
Earle's novel is for readers age 9-11. 

 

 

Rowan Class Y3 – Mr Bright: All because of Jackson by Dick King-Smith 

If you love stories about animals, few authors are more engaging than Dick 

King-Smith. This story centres on a character called Jackson – he’s no 

ordinary rabbit! He has a very adventurous spirit – “I want to sail the seas”, 

he says. “I want to see the world”. Such is his eagerness to fulfil this dream 

he spends most of his days watching ships sail past. Such is his passion that it 

gets to the point (strange I know!) where he really wants to actually be one of 

those ships. Thankfully for Jackson a day does eventually come when he gets 

to embark on one of these ships. However, he isn’t the only rabbit to get on 

board the Atalanta – he’s joined by his girlfriend, Bunny-Jackson. Together, 

they sail off in search of a new life and have an amazing adventure on the way! 

Oak Class Y3 – Mrs Kirwan: The Dot by Peter H. Reynolds 

The Dot is a children’s picture book but, like the dot 
that begins this story it is so, so much more. This 
book is a story about learning and encouraging the 
love of learning. It is the perfect illustration of how a 
little encouragement can go a long way. The Dot sees a 

young girl called Vashti struggle in her art class but 
will the help of her teacher she reaches her full 
potential.  “Just make a mark and see where it takes 
you.”  

 



Poplar Class Y2 - Miss Harrison: Flo of the Somme by Hilary Robinson (author) and Martin Impey 
(illustrator) 

 A heart-warming story about a mercy dog who saved lives, along 
with many other fantastic animals during World War 1.   

This book provides a wonderful introduction to some of the issues 
faced in World War 1 in a poetic but easy to understand manner. 
With its range of fantastic, coloured pictures, along with repetitive 
language, it is a great story which allows children to understand an 
important but complex period in history, without being 
overwhelmed.   

This is a book which can be enjoyed by children as they begin to 
learn and join in with the repeated pattern of words. In addition, 
adults alike will enjoy as another layer to the happenings of World 

War 1 are discovered. 

 
Willow Class Y2 – Mr Brakefield: Wisp: A Story of Hope by Zara Fraillon  

Idris is a small boy who lives alone in a world without light, without love and without hope. He has 
lived in the shadows of a refugee camp his whole life and has never known 
any different. But one day, Idris discovers a wisp floating on the cool 
evening wind. The wisp shows him the joy buried deep in the hearts of 
others living in the camp and their cherished memories of happier times. 
Idris has never known anything else apart from the gloom but the wisp 
brings him a promise. A promise of hope; hope of a better future filled with 
happiness and wonder.  

Hope is what brings this story alive and brings light to a life so far filled only 
with gloom. It is an uplifting story that teaches us the power of hope in all 

our lives and will help you to see your own worries in a different light. The beautifully soft but 
vivid illustrations capture the mood perfectly.   

Let hope into your hearts this summer and anything is possible. 

 
Elm Class Y1 – Mr Buckley: The Elephant and the Bad Baby by Elfrida Vipont 
 
The elephant and the bad baby go for a ride. On their trip, 
they help themselves to anything that they like leading to a 
long line of angry people chasing after them. How will it end 
and what lessons will be learned? The repetitive structure of 
the book is good for those early readers still grasping simple 
stories and learning to recognise common words. 
Stronger Year 1 readers may now be ready to explore popular 
authors such as Roald Dahl or Dick King-Smith. 

 
 
 
 



Beech Class Y1– Mrs Hunt: Oi Puppies! By Kes Gray and Jim Field  

 

During lockdown, many people I know have gained a new pet – 

many of which are puppies! Therefore, this book caught my eye 

and I think it is just as amusing as all the others in the series. In the 

story, there are a lot of puppies around. Unfortunately, they are not 

very well behaved and will not sit still! Through the clever rhyming 

and colourful illustrations the puppies are introduced and 

eventually a solution is found. This is a fun story with lots of 

opportunity for dog-related discussions. You might even find a 

favourite puppy! 
 

Beech Class Y1 – Mrs Merriman: Flora and the Flamingo by Molly Idle 
 
This is the newest book in our house. It’s won a 
Caldecott Medal of Honour so I suspected it’d be a 
lovely book. Flora and the Flamingo is a picture book 
that is beautifully illustrated and has ‘lift the flaps’ 
which everyone will eagerly want to peek behind. We 
enjoyed looking at this story about a little girl who 
meets, dances and swims with a flamingo.  
 
I think this book lends itself to talking about topics like 
friendship, taking risks, and having fun. It’s also fun 

making up words to accompany it. Equally, it can just be enjoyed from the 
illustrations! Great for EYFS and KS1 children.  
 

Pear Class- Reception - Miss Pearson: You Can’t take an Elephant on a Bus 

You can't take an elephant on the bus ...It would simply cause a terrible fuss! Elephants' bottoms are heavy and 

fat and would certainly squash the seats quite flat.  

This wonderful, riotous romp of a book, complete with hilarious rhymes and 

ingenious illustrations will have children (and adults) in splits.  

While it may seem common sense never to put a camel in a sailing boat, or 

that it would be a bad idea to put a tiger on a train, and simply preposterous 

to put a whale on a bicycle...that is exactly what happens in this hilarious 

book. Cover to cover, this amusing picture book is filled with animals causing 

mayhem as they attempt to travel in the most unsuitable vehicles.  

This book is littered with rhyming couplets creating a fluent read and a 

chance for children to guess the word that may come at the end of the next line 

using their rhyming knowledge.   

Curriculum Link: What other funny scenarios can you create using your favourite animals?  

Can you match each animals to the habitat they should be in?? 

 



Cherry Class Reception – Mrs Coughtrey: Don’t Worry, Little Crab by Chris Haughton 
 
 
This beautiful picture book is about building up the courage to try something new; it’s the perfect holiday read as 
we look forward to starting our new classes in September! 

In the rock pool above the sea, live two crabs: Big Crab and Little Crab. Today, they're going for a dip in the ocean. 

"This is going to be so great!" says Little Crab. But then Little Crab catches a first glimpse of the water. The 

waves are ENORMOUS! Will Little Crab be brave enough to go in? 

With bright colours, bold shapes and visual humour, Chris Haughton shows that gentle nurturing can keep 

tentative little crabs sidestepping ahead. Children will love exploring the 

theme that brilliant new worlds can be discovered when we take the 

plunge. 

Enjoy! 

 

 

 

 

  
Apple Class Nursery – Mrs Slater: Good Night, Little Blue Truck by Alice Schertle and Jill 
Mcelmurry 

It’s a stormy night and Little Blue Truck and his good friend 
Toad are hurrying home for bed. But who can sleep with all 
that racket? It's not long before other animal friends show 
up seeking safety from the frightening and noisy storm. The 
book explores how friends can be brave and weather a 
storm, as long as they are together. After the storm has 
passed Little Blue Truck and Toad drive everyone home to 
their own beds before tucking themselves in.   

 
                                                                                         

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Alice-Schertle/e/B000APKQV8?ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1&qid=1593421010&sr=8-1

