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Birch Class Y6 - Mr Brakefield: Kicking Off! by Eve Ainsworth 

Based on the thrilling true story of the Dick, Kerr Ladies team – football’s forgotten 

legends. 

 

In 1917, as World War I rages, the lives of millions are rapidly changing; for women in 

particular, the scale of this change is seemingly immeasurable. For Hettie, a frizzy-

haired 15-year-old from Preston, Lancashire, that transformation came when she was 

called on to work at Dick, Kerr & Sons Munitions Factory to support Britain’s war 

effort. Though the harsh realities of her new, hazardous job do not escape her notice, 

Hettie perseveres, stoically accepting her fate, thankful at least that she isn’t fighting 

in some far-off land. Despite a difficult start to working life, through the thunderous 

noise of the machinery, Hettie is buoyed by the talk amongst her colleagues of 

forming a ladies’ football team: a sport considered unbefitting of women at the time. But will she overcome 

the derision of her father and pursue this unique opportunity to be part of real-life revolution, or will she put 

aside her passions and conform to society’s rigid expectations? 

 

With enough twists and turns to keep any reader entertained, this book is a must for anyone who has ever 

dreamed of doing something out of the ordinary. Be prepared to be inspired by this tale of two-halves. 

Sycamore Class Y6 - Mrs Coates: Pig Heart Boy by Malorie Blackman 

Cam wants to be a normal boy – to run and swim and play football but he can’t as his heart 
doesn’t work properly. A couple of years previously he had nearly died when a viral infection 
had affected his heart and now he is being offered an operation to replace it with that of a pig. 
It is all a big secret and Cam’s parents have opposing views on whether it is a good or moral 
thing to do or not. Cam isn’t sure. Unfortunately, he confides in a friend who cannot be trusted. 

A really gripping tale from a notable author. 

Mrs Carlisle: Africa Country by Country by Atinuke 

 

This is a brilliant book, a celebration of Africa for any child wanting to learn about this continent. The 

pages are colourful and written in a way that will appeal to all primary school children wanting to 

expand their knowledge of people and places within Africa. Atinuke offers a general view, from that 

country’s physical geography, landmarks, history, sports, animals or culture. Thereafter, she includes 

asides, such as unusual features or items of specific interest. 

 

Did you know that Africa is as big as Europe, the USA, India and Japan all put together? 

Did you know the first alphabets were invented in Africa and 

Africa had the first university? 

The author writes: 

“Every single African country is so different and so diverse. 

Some are desert countries. Some have climates like California. 

Some have mega cities with cutting edge technologies and 

hospitals and tech facilities. Some countries children still herd 

goats and camels and have cultures where play and love and 

patience and respect are more important than money. Their 

histories and geography are all so different!” 



Mrs Carlisle: The Lost Homework by Richard O Neill. 
 
The author is from the traveller heritage and the book includes traveller language 
and customs as well as a great story about losing homework, which most children 
can relate to! The message within the story is that we are surrounded by informal 
learning opportunities within day to day life. This book would be of interest to KS1 
and Lower KS2 children. 
 
Synopsis 
Sonny lives in a Traveller community with his family and he’s super excited because 
they’re going to a family wedding. There’s so much to prepare: the horse needs to be shoed, everyone has to get 
their outfits ready and the cart has to be cleaned because the bride and groom will ride in it! 
 
Sonny is kept so busy by the preparations and the wedding itself that he doesn’t realise until too late that he’s 
lost his homework book. Disaster! Yet when he goes to school and tells everyone about the weekend, his teacher 
points out that he’s done plenty of learning in the course of his weekend: planning the route and calculating the 
journey time, performing on stage, sewing and painting and all manner of other things. 

Miss Egan – suitable for Y5/6:  The Queen’s Fool by Ally Sherrick 
 
This is another absorbing tale from the author of Black Powder and The Buried 
Crown.  The adventure is set in Tudor England with Henry VIII on the throne and 
preparing to meet the French King at The Field of the Cloth of Gold.  At this point in 
time, he is still married to Catherine of Aragon and it is Cat Sparrow, our main 
character, who becomes the Queen’s ‘Fool’ (someone to entertain the court). Cat is an 
unusual character, whose voice we hear alongside that of a plucky French boy called 
Jacques. Cat is a loving, truthful and courageous girl who finds the world challenging – 
these days we would probably describe her as having learning difficulties. 
 
As the story progresses, Cat becomes embroiled in a dangerous conspiracy that 
threatens the life of her beloved sister as well as the lives of the monarch himself. 

Thank goodness she meets Jacques who has his own terrible mission to fulfil…… 
 
If you are interested in the life and times of King Henry VIII in particular, history in general, AND/OR you 
enjoy mysterious adventures with plenty of twists and turns, then again, this author is definitely worth following. 
 

Miss Egan – suitable for Y6: Kick by Mitch Johnson 

 

An amazing read for anyone passionate about football or learning about what life is 

like in different countries. 

 

Budi is mad about football – specifically Real Madrid and he dreams of getting a 

place at the local football academy and then ultimately playing for his favourite 

team. There are many obstacles in his way though, none more threatening than the 

Dragon – a man whose reputation for violence is known even by Budi and his 

friends.  Life, at home in Jakarta, is tough, with food in short supply, his beloved 

Gran’s health failing and Budi’s own work in a ‘sweat-shop’ making football boots 

relentless. 

 

With one badly aimed kick of his football, Budi’s world begins to reach a dangerous peak…. 

 

This book has some hard-hitting messages about poverty and child labour in different parts of the world.  You 

will be rooting for Budi and his family whilst realising just how fortunate we really are! 



Larch Class Y5 - Mrs Mir: A Monster Calls by Patrick Ness 

This is a darkly spooky tale, but within it, is the most moving story. Conor has the 

same dream every night, ever since his mother first fell ill, ever since she started the 
treatment that doesn't really seem to be working. But tonight, is different. Tonight, 
when he wakes, there's a visitor at his window. It's ancient, elemental, a force of 
nature. And it wants the most dangerous thing of all from Conor. It wants the truth. 

When a monster in the form of an ancient yew tree crashes through his bedroom 
walls after midnight, calling his name, Conor is remarkably calm — “Shout all you 
want,” he says. “I’ve seen worse.” Indeed, he has, in a recurring nightmare of 
someone slipping from his grasp, a nightmare whose horror he keeps to himself.  

Daily life is unbearable, as everyone from teachers to bullies treat him as though he 
was invisible, especially since his mother began chemotherapy. The monster tells 

Conor three stories before insisting that Conor tell one himself. Asserting that 
“stories are the wildest things of all,” the monster opens the door for Conor to face the guilty truth behind his 
hidden fears. This constant haunting is tangled with the story of how Conor deals with the cancer that his mother 
is fighting and his own worries. 

Maple Class Y5 Miss Sykes: Black Beauty by Anna Sewell 
 
 
There are some comforting books that you always come back to. My personal 
favourite is Anna Sewell’s Black Beauty. I must have half a dozen different copies 
at home, it has become something I look for in old book shops and collect!  The 
story is written in first person through the eyes of a horse who begins his life 
carefree on an English farm. When the story takes a turn, Black Beauty must 
overcome the trails of pulling carts in London. Some owners are gentle with him, 
others are not. This book was originally written in in 1877 making it a great 
challenge for readers who are looking for something different.   
 
 

 

 

 

Chestnut Class Y4 – Mrs Kirwan: The 13-storey treehouse by Andy Griffiths 

 
This was a very funny book. It's about two boys called Andy and Terry who live in 
a 13-storey treehouse. They invent things and write stories. Andy does the writing 
and Terry does the drawings. 
They do some crazy things, like Terry painted a cat yellow to make it into a canary, 
Andy said it was silly and told Terry not to drop the cat out of the treehouse, but 
he did and wings popped out of the cat’s back, they also made a machine that 
destroyed brussel sprouts. 
The book is full of crazy, funny pictures, which will make you laugh. There is a map 
at the beginning of the book… I would love some of the rooms they have. One of 
the chapters has just one word all the way through it… If you want to know what 
it is, you'll have to pick up the book and read it. 
 
Extremely enjoyable, very funny and easy to read! 
 



Hazel Class Y4 – Mrs Waddington: The Danger Gang by Tom Fletcher 

Franky cannot wait to move to his new town – although he wishes his best 

friend Dani could go with him!  But everything changes after the storm, when 

strange green lightning and powerful thunder crash down on the town.  From 

that night, the kids who live on Franky’s street start to change.  One by one 

they become a little odd, unusual and magical!  Franky always wanted to be 

part of an awesome gang.  He realises that there is REAL danger in store for 

himself and his friends.  So, the ‘Danger Gang’ is born! 

I enjoyed reading this book and would like to say thanks to Josh S for lending it 

to me!   

 
Rowan Class Y3 – Mr Bright: The Nothing to See Here Hotel by Steven Butler 

If you enjoy books which make you laugh, this one is a must! Parents – think Fawlty 

Towers!! It’s the story of Frankie Banister and his family who run the Nothing to See Here 

Hotel, which is cunningly hidden from human view by magic and lots of really, really bad 

TripAdvisor reviews. It’s not for humans, you see, and instead is the perfect getaway for 

magical creatures of all kinds – mermaids are welcomed through the sea door and stairs are 

rented to ghosts looking for a holiday from their usual haunts. 

However, one day, a messenger arrives through the sky door and announces that the family 

have 24 hours to prepare for the arrival of the Goblin prince Grogbah, who is definitely not 

hiding out at the hotel for nefarious purposes. Mum, Dad, Frankie, Ooof the ogre and all 

the hotel guests prepare a huge and lavish party for his arrival, but when the offensively 

rude Grogbah arrives, he brings with him more chaos than anyone could have expected. 

The cast of characters in this laugh-out-loud first book in a series are full of sparkle, oddness 

and vitality, from the lisping Molar Sisters to Granny Regurgita, the terrifying troll nan that 

rules the roost from her attic bedroom. One of the many things I liked was that the hotel has bags of potential to be explored 

in further books, and the humour I touched on at the start of my review will ensure young Year 3 readers visit again and 

again! 

 

Oak Class Y3 - Miss Harrison: Greta and the Giants Zoë Tucker 

Greta is visited by the inhabitants of her forest, pleading for help in 
saving their home. The giants have pillaged and plundered nature in 
their blind greed for profitable construction. She contemplates how 
and sets out to meet them, carrying only a sign with “STOP” 
emblazoned upon it. Alone, she is ignored. Soon, others join her, each 
with their own sign of their own plea. 

This beautifully illustrated book, inspired by the activism of Greta 
Thunberg, is an easy to understand modern day fable. 

“No-one is too small to make a difference” 

 



Poplar Class Y2 - Grandad’s Island by Benji Davies 

Syd is very close with his Grandad and regularly visits his house. 
One day, when he goes to Grandad’s house, he isn’t in any of his 
usual places. Instead, Syd finds him in the attic. The two of them 
set out on a voyage to a wild and beautiful island full of colour 
and Grandad decides he will stay. Syd then has to make the 
difficult journey home all alone. The next time he visits Grandad’s 
house at the end of the garden, he finds it is just the same as it’s 
always been but Grandad is no longer there. 

Unfortunately, children experience loss in their lives but often find it difficult to understand. This 
is a beautiful story which can be enjoyed by anyone and may bring some comfort to anyone 
experiencing loss. It’s a lovely reminder that loved ones live on in our memories and can help broach 
a sensitive subject with young children. 

 
Willow Class Y2 – Mr Buckley: The Sun is 
Laughing 

This is a collection of poems chosen by Sue 
Ellis. Here is a collection of poems in a 
range of different moods and styles. From 

Michael Rosen to Edward Lear and with 
bright, bold illustrations, these pages will 
make you sigh, wonder and, of course, laugh 
as brightly as the sun shines. 

 

Elm Class Y1 –Miss Pearson: The Invisible – Tom Percival 

 

A moving, powerful story that shines a light on those that feel 

invisible in our world - and shows us that we ALL belong. 

The Invisible is the story of a young girl called Isabel and her 

family. They don't have much, but they have what they need to 

get by. Until one day, there isn't enough money to pay their rent 

and bills and they have to leave their home full of happy memories 

and move to the other side of the city. 

It is the story of a girl who goes on to make one of the hardest 

things anyone can ever make...a difference. 

And it is the story of those who are overlooked in our society - who are made to feel invisible - and why 

everyone has a place here. We all belong. 

 

Curriculum Links:  

Geography: Can you compare the areas/settings that appear in the story. Rural vs urban? 

PSHE: In these times where many are struggling, can you think of any ways you can make a difference 

large or small? 



Beech Class Y1– Mrs Hunt: Harlem Grown by Tony Hillery  

 

This book resonated with what is happening both in our school and 

our community which is why I am recommending this book. It is a 

true story about a man who decided to improve his community in a 

very urban part of New York. This colourfully illustrated book shows 

how he sparked a whole gardening project which is still continuing 

today. It is highly inspirational and proves that little things can make a 

big difference! 

 
 

Pear Class- Reception – Miss Egan: Lights on Cotton Rock by David Litchfield 

 

After learning so much about Space last term it has been 

interesting to follow the progress of the Mars rovers, which are 

gathering information in the hope that we will finally discover 

whether there has ever been life on planets other that Earth.   

 

This colourful picture book follows a girl named Heather who 

firmly believes that life exists out there in the darkness and, as 

a child, she has an encounter that proves she’s right! 

 

This magical story follows Heather as time passes and she 

continues to look for her friends up in the stars. 

 

Pear Class - Reception – Miss Egan: Hello Lighthouse by Sophie Blackall 

This beautiful picture book was the 2019 Winner of the Caldecott Medal, which 
is awarded annually to the most distinguished American picture book for 
children.  It is certainly a deserving winner as the simple text and exquisite 
illustrations tell the story of an isolated life at sea spent tending to the lighthouse.  
The book shows the passing of time through the seasons and the lighthouse 
keeper’s life, until eventually, the time comes for a major change…. 

As we move into the summer term and our Seaside GLAM, this book would be a 
welcome addition to any EYFS library.   

Cherry Class Reception – Mrs Coughtrey: What did the Tree See?  by Charlotte 

Guillain & Sam Usher 

 

Imagine you are a tree, planted long, long, ago. Just imagine what you’d have seen!  

This book is written from the point of view of an ancient, majestic oak tree, sitting on 

a mountain top.  

Tree takes you through its life story- from being a tiny acorn to fully grown. Tree 

tells us of the things it’s seen; how the land has changed all around, how humans have 

used the landscape surrounding it and what happened during a terrible crisis.  

If you’re interested in history, love gorgeous picture books and stories told in a 

gentle rhyming verse, this beautiful book is for you! 

At the end of the book there’s even a timeline of events in world history across the periods featured in the poem, 

the life cycle of an oak tree, and prompts to help parents and children explore their own local history.  Enjoy!  



Apple Class Nursery Miss Franks: The Foggy Foggy Forest by Nick Sharratt 

Who's lurking in the foggy forest? Look through the trees 
and guess the shapes to find out. Whether it's a fairy queen on 
a trampoline, three brown bears on picnic chairs, or an ogre 
doing yoga, children will love trying to guess what each foggy 
silhouette will be. Readers may take a guess and turn the page to 
see if they’re right — the answering image appears in full 
colour, creating sheer joy and excitement for any young reader. 

The Foggy Foggy Forest is filled with rhyming words for 
children to find and discuss. The book features some familiar 
fairy tale characters, which will create lots of book talk 
amongst readers, giving children the opportunity to share 
their thoughts and ideas around the illustrations. 

Children are sure to enjoy this fun picture book from favourite author and illustrator Nick 
Sharratt. Take a trip through the mysterious misty landscape - hilarious fairy tale fun lies around 
every corner. A clear winner for curious kids. 
Apple Class Nursery Mrs Merriman: Little Leaders. Bold Women in 
Black History by Vashti Harrison 

Listed on The New York Times Bestseller List, 

Little Leaders:  Bold Women in Black History 
is a superb book featuring 40 mini-

biographies of legendary females. Mary 
Seacole, Rosa Parks, Maya Angelou, Katherine 

Johnson, Dr Mae Jemison and even Oprah 
feature in this charmingly illustrated and 

inspiring book. Bold Women in Black History 
is  perfect for budding historians, feminists 

and anyone who dreams big. I really enjoy 
this book and keep returning to it, learning 
more each time I read it. Perfect as a story 

and chat for all children, more confident readers (Y3+) will also 
enjoy this book independently. 

                                                                                         


