STAFF READING RECOMMENDATIONS

April 2020
(With extras for the Lock Down!)

Birch Class Y6 – Miss Egan: The Guggenheim Mystery by Robin Stevens
This great ‘whodunnit’ story is the sequel to The London Eye Mystery, which was
written by Siobhan Dowd. Sadly, Dowd passed away before she had the chance to
follow-up her ideas for this book, but Robin Stevens has done a fantastic job of
sustaining the unique voice of the protagonist, Ted Sparks. Ted is a boy who sees the
world a little differently from others – this is never fully explained but it is very likely
that he has Asperger syndrome. Along with his elder sister Kat, Ted is able to come to
the rescue of his family again.
This time, the action moves to the hustle and bustle of New York City when a famous
painting is stolen from the Guggenheim museum.
Once again, a real page-turner with such an endearing and believable main character
and plenty of detective work - you’ll be guessing until the last pages!

Birch Class Y6 – Miss Egan: The Great Elephant Chase by Gillian Cross
A thoroughly put-upon boy ends up on the adventure of a lifetime when he runs into a group of
tricksters and ends up sharing a railway wagon with Khush the magnificent Indian elephant.
Through a series of strange events and a tragic accident, Tad finds himself
trekking across America with the bossy Cissie, all the while desperately
avoiding those who are determined to get their hands on Khush.
This exciting journey, with all of its twists and turns, proves to be the making
of Tad as he discovers just how resourceful and courageous he can be.
This is an engaging quick read which will transport you to a completely
different time and place in the company of the wonderful Khush.

Sycamore Class Y6 - Mrs Coates: The Secrets of the Immortal, Nicholas Flamel Book One - The Alchemyst by

Michael Scott
In this supernatural story, a
Dr. John Dee steals an ancient
Nicholas Flamel – the man said to
teenagers named Sophie and Josh
and café when Dee comes for the
not all he seems and become
magic. When the book is indeed
retrieve it before he and his wife die
summoned and the world is put

necromancer and immortal magician
book, the Codex, from its keeper,
have discovered eternal life. Two
Newman are working at a bookstore
Codex and discover that Nicholas is
caught up in the escalating danger and
stolen the children and Nicholas must
but also before the Dark Elders are
back to prehistoric times.

The first in a series of 6 – this is a

magical read!

Sycamore Class Y6 - Mrs Coates: The Novice – Summoner book one.

A bestselling novel, full of action and adventure centred on a blacksmith's
apprentice who can summon demons.
Fletcher is working as a blacksmith's apprentice when he discovers he has
the very rare ability to summon demons from another world. When he is
wrongly accused of a crime, very quickly he finds himself on the run with
his demon, Ignatius, to an academy for adepts, where the gifted are taught
the art of summoning. Here he endures gruelling lessons that prepare him
to become a Battlemage in the war against savage Orcs.
The first of a trilogy, this is a real fantasy feast.
Suitable for Year 6 – Mrs Allen: Lockwood and Co – The Screaming Staircase by Jonathon Stroud
For you ambitious readers about to move to Year 7, The Screaming Staircase will send you quivering under your
duvet.
Ghosts. In modern London there are
people at home at night for fear of the
Ghost-lock. Psychic Investigation Teams
sources of the Hauntings; children, with
forces, are on the front line. The smallest,
– the dashing Anthony Lockwood, loyal
Carlyle.

dozens of them, an epidemic that keeps
silence, icy torpor and paralysis of the
are in demand to find and destroy the
their greater sensitivity to supernatural
most ramshackle outfit is Lockwood and Co
George and, new to the team, brave Lucy

The problem is, they keep messing up.
When an investigation into the haunting
future of Lockwood and Co is cast into
for. Sometimes, the story of a Ghost is
living are far more scary....

of a young girl goes badly wrong, the whole
doubt, and desperate measures are called
worth listening to. And sometimes, the

This absorbing page turner will leave you, in turns, quaking in your boots and laughing out loud.

Suitable for Year 6 – Mrs Allen: Running on the Roof of the World by Jess Butterworth
Don’t run. Don’t look. Say nothing. Never draw attention to yourself.
Living in a small village in occupied Tibet, Tash and her best friend Sam have
learned these rules for survival under the restrictions of an invading army. But
when a local man sets himself ablaze in protest, the whole village is blamed,
and Tash’s parents, members of the local resistance, are sent away to prison.
Tash and Sam must try to escape Tibet and make a dangerous crossing of the
Himalayas to seek help from the Buddhist leader, the Dalai Lama.
For mature readers and parents who want to explore the history of a very
different culture, this is a book to talk about together. Comparable to The Boy
in the Striped Pyjamas, it does not hide from difficult topics, parents may want
to be aware there is a short, non-graphic scene where a man sacrifices himself
by fire. There are real dangers faced by the children – soldiers with guns, betrayal, the cold, hunger
and physical hardship in the mountains – but here is also friendship, loyalty, bravery, hope… and
yaks!

Mrs Carlisle: The Undefeated by Kwame Alexander and Kadir Nelson

The Undefeated is a beautiful picture
African American history through
have an impact on American culture
sport, politics and past historical
book give facts and context to the
The poem is though provoking and
around race and black history. I would
children.

and poem book exploring black
people that have, and continue to
through their achievements in
struggles. Notes at the end of the
people described in the poem.
will lead to lots of discussion
recommend this book for KS2

Mrs Carlisle: The Boy, the Mole, the Fox and the Horse by Charlie Mackesy
The Boy, the Mole, the Fox and the Horse is a book about friendship, kindness, and self-esteem, written
in a handwriting font with amazing scribble like drawings to illustrate the
themes. A modern day Aesop Fable. I would recommend this to children of all
ages and family discussions thereafter.
First there is a boy. He is alone. He comes upon a mole, whom it seems loves
cake more than anything else. The mole becomes the boy’s friend and
companion, his coach and confidante. The boy shares his fears, the mole
shares advice and his love of cake. When they meet the fox, it is caught in a
snare. Instinctively both the fox and the mole know if the mole frees the fox,
the fox should then kill it, but if the mole leaves the fox in the snare, it will
die. Sometimes you can override your instincts, and the fox becomes a (mostly
silent) companion on their wanderings. Then they meet the horse, who has
hidden some of its special abilities for far too long.

Larch Class Y5 - Mrs Mir: Wonder by R.J. Palacio

‘I won’t describe what I look like. Whatever you’re thinking, it’s probably worse.’
August Pullman or Auggie as his family and friends call him is no ordinary boy. He was born with severe facial
deformities and looks very different from other kids around him, even after having 27 operations. His
appearance shocks people who often stare and stare or look away without looking back. Auggie dearly
misses his lost astronaut helmet, which ‘he wore practically every day of the year when he was five or six.’ He
has been homeschooled his entire life due to his health but finally Auggie is given the opportunity to attend public
school, at the age of 10. Life will never be the same again!

His new classmates can’t get past Auggie’s extraordinary features and life at school is not what he and his
family were prepared for. Nobody wants to sit next to him, other kids talk about him behind his back and
Auggie soon learns that his classmates are saying they will catch 'the plague' if they touch him. He has to
learn to survive. He makes friends with Jack, a boy in his class, who is chosen by the headmaster to look after
him and Summer, the only person who sits with him during lunch for the first few weeks.
Wonder tells the story of Auggie’s first year at school and how other kids treat him. It’s a difficult year, which
includes being bullied and betrayed. Towards the end of the year, a frightening and dramatic event at a
school camp changes things completely.
The author has given the book an extra dimension by retelling the events from the point of view of different
characters. We begin with Auggie, but then the story is told by his sister, Via, after that his schoolmates until

we come back to Auggie at the end. It’s a fascinating story about a regular kid who’s living in a world that’s
not used to people who look different. Wonder is an excellent book that tells a moving and inspiring story
about; ‘the nature of one’s kindness, the power of one’s friendship, the test of one’s character and the
strength of one’s courage.’

Wonder collection: Auggie & Me - three other wonder stories and 365 days of Wonder
Maple Class Y5 – Mrs Thompson: A Little Princess by Frances Hodgson Burnett
Brought to London at the age of 7, Sara Crewe tries her best to settle
into her new boarding school. Her father, a captain in the British army,
loves her dearly and ensures she has everything she needs. However,
when Sara receives some terrible news on her 11th birthday, she must
now adapt to a new life, using her intelligence and kindness to get
through the worst days.
I couldn’t put this book down from the start! A thoroughly good story
all about a young girl with a vivid imagination which helps her get
through the trials and tribulations in her life. It was recommended to
me by Miss Haigh who enjoyed the story when she was younger and
still remembers it today.
Maple Class Y5 – Mrs Thompson: Who Let the Gods Out by Maz Evans
“…he was familiar with the classic
down his broad back and his
he hurled thunder-bolts at his
So he was rather surprised to find
with a frilly shirt, holding a cheese-

images of Zeus, all white hair flowing
strapping chest bursting out of a toga as
enemies.
Zues in a badly fitting light-blue tuxedo
an-ham vol-au-vent.”

Struggling at school. Struggling at
to his problems. When he wishes
constellation standing in a pile of
on, his life takes a dramatic turn
Death is released. Join Elliot on his
gods from mythology in the modern

home. Elliot is desperate to find an end
upon a star, he didn’t expect to find the
dung in his cow shed. From that point
after Thanatos, the evil Demon of
journey as he meets the Ancient Greek
world.

When I found out I would be
teaching in Year 5 this year, I decided
to read our class texts during the
summer holiday in preparation. Whilst
I enjoyed Wolf Brother and Street Child, my favourite of the three had to be Who Let the Gods Out. It
even came with me on my honeymoon! I was looking forward to reading it with you after the Easter
holidays so it would be a shame for you to miss out on this great story.

Chestnut Class Y4 - Miss Sykes: The Train to Impossible Places by P G
Bell
Fancy an adventure as good as Harry Potter’s trip to Hogwarts? Well
look no further. The Train to Impossible Places sees a lucky young girl
whisked off on a journey she never saw coming. An encounter with a
notorious villain leads Sophie across unknown lands in seemingly
impossible directions. This book is jam packed with twists, turns, crazy
characters and one very unusual train. I couldn’t recommend it more!

Hazel Class Y4 – Mrs Waddington: Brightstorm by Vashti Hardy
A fast-paced fantasy adventure that will set your imagination soaring! Twins
Arthur and Maudie Brightstorm receive word that their famous explorer father
has died in an attempt to reach the southernmost point in the world. Not only that,
but he was accused of stealing before he died! The twins don't believe the news
and they join a new attempt to reach South Polaris. It's their only hope of learning
the truth ... and saving their family's reputation. As the winged ship Aurora sets
sail, the twins must keep their wits about them and prove themselves worthy of
the rest of the crew. But will Arthur and Maudie find the answers they seek? By
the third page I was hooked – almost finished. Can’t wait to see how it ends!

Rowan Class Y3 – Mr Bright: The Accidental Prime Minister by Tom McLaughlin
At a time when politics and the profile of a Prime Minister’s role could not be higher this book seems somewhat
appropriate! Perfect for the 7-8 age range it is a humorous, funny and enjoyable book (which includes lots of good one
liners for us adults!) – a perfect ante-dote to the times we are living through!
It tells the story of a twelve year old young boy called Joe Perkins who accidentally ends up
becoming Prime Minister! He stands up for his mother when the park she works at is
threatened by closure as there are plans to build flats on it. The country is run by a
dastardly man called Percival T. Duckholm who, after a run in with Joe which brings him to
the attention of the world media, tricks him into becoming Prime Minister. We then see
Joe trying to run the country and implement his manifesto including having a fancy dress
Friday (on a Thursday) and cats having to wear hats. It offers a really interesting insight into
the world of politics as Joe is given a tour around 10 Downing Street and goes off on
summits. Joe has to deal with his arch nemesis Violetta the deputy Prime Minister who is
out to destroy him, Inevitably things don’t run smoothly and everything starts to unravel.
There are so many amusing episodes throughout the book which will have children
laughing in joy, I particularly enjoyed the roller skating Queen who has curlers in her hair and goes around trying to kill
pigeons with a catapult, with accompanying illustration which is fabulous. If you are sharing this book with a child there
are lots of things to keep grown-ups amused. Each of the chapters are named after songs ‘Panic on the streets of
London’, ‘Help’ and ‘Don’t stop me now’ to name but a few. We also get the benefit of Tom’s artistic talents with the
hilarious illustrations interspersed in the book, these really enhance the reading experience. If you’re looking for
something to share with your child which will keep you amused during a difficult time for the country or just want a
genuinely funny book, then this is the one for you. Enjoy!

Oak Class Y3 – Mrs Kirwan: The Wild Robot by Peter Brown

The Wild Robot is about a
survive by observing and
her new island. Set in an
robots are carted on cargo ships
storms, the story mixes artificial
Though Roz is a robot and doesn't
observant and programmed to be
with lessons about kindness and
punchy, and the book is dotted with

shipwrecked robot who learns to
befriending the animal’s native to
indeterminate future when crates of
and climate change kicks up violent
intelligence with wilderness survival.
have emotions, she's thoughtfully
helpful and kind. The story's filled
pluck. The chapters are short and
Brown's appealing illustrations.

Oak Class Y3 – Mrs Kirwan: Noughts and crosses by Malorie Blackman (SUITABLE FOR Year 6+)
Two young people are forced to make a stand in this thought-provoking book
about racism and prejudice in an alternate society. Sephy is a Cross, a
member of the dark-skinned ruling class. Callum is a Nought, a “colourless”
member of the underclass who were once slaves to the Crosses. The two have
been friends since early childhood, but that’s as far as it can go. In their
world, Noughts and Crosses simply don’t mix. Against a background of
prejudice and distrust, a romance builds between Sephy and Callum, a
romance that is to lead both of them into terrible danger. Can they possibly
find a way to be together?

Poplar Class Y2 - Miss Harrison: The cat who wanted to go home by Jill Tomlinson

Suzy is a little striped cat, who lives in a French village with a fisherman and his
four sons. Like all cats, Suzy is very inquisitive, which causes problems when
she climbs in to the basket of a hot air balloon – and is carried off over the
channel to England! How will she ever get back to France?
This is a heart-warming tale of the unpredictable journey Suzy takes in her
attempts to try and get home. This is one of many stories written by Jill
Tomlinson in a series of books about different animals, which includes the
famous ‘The owl who was afraid of the dark’. My daughter and I have enjoyed
reading this together each evening before bed and we are sure that this book
would be enjoyed by many more children and their parents.

Poplar Class Y2 - Miss Harrison: Grimm Tales by Phillip Pullman (SUITABLE for Y3 up!)
Do you love fairy tales? Traditional tales? Short stories? Books with a
twist? If the answer to any of these questions is yes then this is definitely
a book for you!
This wonderful book written by Phillip Pullman is full of short stories
which you have probably heard of or read before but with a difference!
It’s hard to pick a favourite as the stories are all great in their own right
but one I have enjoyed reading on many occasions is Little Red Riding
Hood.
This book is great if you want a quick read but equally if you want to
read for a little longer you can enjoy a few of these stories together. Once
you start reading these wonderful tales, you’ll find yourself wanting to devour the rest of what
this book has to offer.
Recommended for children in Key Stage 2 and older – adults, you’ll enjoy reading this alone too!

Willow Class Y2 – Mr Brakefield: Otto Blotter Bird Spotter by Graham Carter
Step into a world of adventure with Otto Blotter this springtime and you will be amazed by what
you will discover.
Otto Blotter’s family are world
famous for one thing; bird
spotting. They spend every
waking moment in their treetop
home looking through their
binoculars in search of birds but
Otto has other things on his
mind. Bored by the thought of
bird spotting, Otto would
rather embark on wild adventures
in the open air. On one such
adventure, Otto makes a truly
incredible discovery and must
return a newfound friend to his
adoring family. However, he
cannot do it alone and Otto needs
the help of his bird spotting
family. Will they succeed in this
shared mission? Or will Otto’s
rather unusual friend be left
disappointed? Read Graham Carter’s wonderful picture book to find out.
Elm Class Y1 – Mr Buckley: Where the Wild Things Are by Maurice Sendak
Max is a little boy who likes
to play. However
sometimes his games can lead
to mischief and one day his
mother sends him to bed
without his supper. That
night, Max's bedroom turns
into a magical world and he
decides to sail away on a boat
to have an amazing
adventure. Is it real or is it
just his imagination?
Where the wild things are is
a short story from our
Year 1 reading spine that I'm
sure all children will find
entertaining and thoughtprovoking. For a longer
read with more challenging
vocabulary, you may wish to
delve into Dahl like Leo, who
is currently reading The
Twits, and Jackson who is currently read Charlie and the Chocolate Factory.

Beech Class Y1– Mrs Hunt: Alastair Humphreys’ Great Adventurers by Alastair Humphreys
If you are looking for a book to inspire curiosity and
adventure in your little ones, this is the book to read! It
recounts the journeys of several different adventurers, all of
whom inspired the author himself to become an intrepid
traveller. The factual information is presented in many
different ways, which I really liked, and includes cartoons,
diagrams and maps - all of which are illustrated beautifully.
This is a book that can be shared and discussed, mulled over
and returned to again and again.

Beech Class Y1 – Mrs Hunt: The Last Wolf by Mini Grey
This is another great story by the author of Traction Man
with beautiful, detailed illustrations. This time our main
character is a very familiar little girl called Red and she is
on a quest to find a wolf! However, there is a twist in this
tale because something has happened to the woods. Little
Red finds the ‘big, bad wolf’ in an unexpected situation
and sets out to try and help. I found this book amusing
and engaging but more importantly it holds an important
message about our changing environment.

Beech Class Y1 – Mrs Merriman: Katie in London by James Mayhew
I’ve chosen to recommend Katie in London because it’s a sweet story and
nicely illustrated. I think it is also one that can be especially fun for the lock
down too! Imaginative families can use the tale as inspiration to take their
own trip somewhere new. Maybe even as motivation to write a story or
letter to any grandparents isolating so they feel part of the fun too!?
In this series, Katie and her Grandma go on all sorts of adventures. This
time, it’s a tour around the capital and Katie’s brother Jack joins in too. The
book takes the pair sightseeing to all of the major sites but their transport
is a Trafalgar Square lion!
If you like this story or for any art fans, I’d recommend Katie and the
Sunflowers and Katie’s Picture Show too!

Beech Class Y1 – Mrs Merriman: A Squash and A Squeeze by Julia Donaldson

I imagine many people are
squashed and squeezed at the
favourite by Donaldson and has
rhythm. It’s fun to read and
read it by giving the
Hopefully you’ll enjoy this

probably feeling a little
minute! This book is a
her style of rhyme and
fun to listen to too. I like to
characters silly voices.
story as much as my family.

Pear Class- Reception - Miss Pearson: Extraordinary! by Penny Harrison
A heart-warming exploration of the beauty around us, from natural
environments to the simplest of human actions including looking, listening and
spending time with loved ones. Sometimes what
seems ordinary is actually more; Extraordinary!
takes readers on a journey delving deep into
what we may sometimes take for granted and
even further into our own imaginations. Floating
through days, nights and seasons the story
questions and conveys feelings from common life
scenarios; reading in a cosy living room on a
rainy day, spotting a shooting star, toasting
marshmallows, harvesting home-grown food,
dancing in the snow and more. Flowing, rhyming text, refreshing illustrations
and typography which glides like a soft breeze combine to set the scene
wondrously. I love how Extraordinary! sparked memories and took me to
times and places in my life. I am sure it will be joy to share with your
children, in each scenario you could discuss memories and possibilities of
similar moments and events.
Curriculum Link: Can the children think about how they impact their local
environment and what they could do to preserve it?
Can you find the rhyming pairs?

Pear Class- Reception - Miss Pearson: Handa’s Noisy Night – Eileen Browne
This story will be very familiar to children in Reception after we studied ‘Handa’s Surprise’, this book
explores more Africa animals and the noises they make.
Eileen Browne's hotly anticipated
sequel to Handa's Surprise is a
warm, funny story about night
time fears with a cast of nocturnal
animals When Handa has a
sleepover with her friend Akeyo,
the girls are allowed to spend the
night in a little hut near the
house. They're excited to be on
their own, but as they get ready
for bed, Handa feels more and
more nervous. She keeps hearing
things - strange snorts, chitter
chattering, a big thud. Akeyo says
it's only her noisy family, but on
the opposite page the reader sees
the nocturnal animals who are
really making the noise - and
while some of them are familiar,
others are very peculiar-looking
indeed! With rich, night-time illustrations, sound effects, and plenty of curious animals, Handa's Noisy Night
demands to be read aloud and shared - whether in the classroom or tucked up in bed at home.
Curriculum Link: Can the children compare the African surroundings to their own?
Can you spot the onomatopoeia words?

Cherry Class Reception – Mrs Coughtrey: The Rhyming Rabbit by Julia
Donaldson
Do you like poetry? Do you enjoy spotting rhyming
pairs in poems? This sounds like the book for you!
The Rhyming
Rabbit loves to
make up
entertaining poems,
inspired by
everything he sees, but the other rabbits
don’t appreciate his talent for rhyme. Sad
and lonely, the Rhyming Rabbit sets off
one starry night all on his own – will he
ever find someone to share his poems with?
Enjoy! Mrs Coughtrey.

Cherry Class Reception – Mrs Coughtrey: We’re going on an Egg Hunt by
Laura Hughes
Everyone can re-tell
the story of We’re
Going on a Bear
Hunt so read and
follow the same rhythm in this
wonderful Easter hunt!
Join the Easter Bunnies as
they set off on an exciting liftthe-flap Easter egg hunt. With
ten eggs to find and count, it's great fun. But watch out
for the obstacles along the way - lambs, chicks, bees and
ducks - and there's even a wolfish surprise, so do take
care!

Apple Class Nursery – Mrs Slater: Each Peach Pear Plum by Janet & Allan Ahlberg

The book begins with the
your little eye, take a look
page has beautiful
are encouraged to “spy”
nursery rhyme character.
introduction
known nursery stories,
Mother Hubbard and Tom

line “In this book with
and play eye spy.” Each
illustrations and children
the next fairy tale or
It is the perfect
to characters from wellsuch as the Three Bears,
Thumb.

A perfect story for those
in Nursery, seamlessly
linked to traditional tales
and nursery rhymes. It
will inspire your children
to find out more about
the stories and rhymes that the characters are from. The book will also help improve your children’s
observation skills, whilst having fun spotting hidden
characters.
The beautiful
rhymes,
marvellous
illustrations and
favourite game
make for a
winning
combination. All
the characters
meet up at the end for a piece of plum pie and who
doesn’t love a piece of pie? You and your children will love this book!

