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Hi Linda, 

It’s crazy how we haven’t spoken in so long, how’s the family doing? I hope you’re coping fine 

with all this mayhem; it can’t be easy dealing with 4 kids while Gary is away fighting at war. Is 

your Dad any better? I know it’s hard for him with Margret gone. If you do hear from him let 

me know; it would be lovely to know he is alright in these devastating times. 

Although I’d love to talk about good news, something horrific happened at my work the other 

day: it was so unexpected. We had just started our night shift – 10pm as usual – when I heard 

a thundering bang come from the room 42 (the one next to mine). Smoke immediately 

erupted out of the room, spreading through the corridors: it was chaotic! The noise was 

horrendous: from shouts and cries, to the roar of the machines. The sounds were soon 

drowned out by workers coughing and spluttering. Mrs Butcher, who works with me in the 

factory, told me that the explosion occurred because someone accidently put two B bags into 

one shell causing 35 people to unfortunately die. After 5 minutes of utter commotion we were 

all evacuated from the building due to high levels of smoke; people who also had Asthma 

were immediately taken to the hospital along with the bodies of the dead people who 

devastatingly died. After the smoke had settled, we were set back to work again, me being 

one of a few who volunteered to work in room 42 – the filling room. 

Occasionally, some of my fellow workers bring it up; however, we have been told not to 

mention it to the public.  I am not sure when they will announce this news to the public, 

though I doubt it will be soon: because of war. Many workers are refusing to work at the 

factory because of what happened; however, I need some advice on whether or not I should 

stay working at this dangerous factory, although I need the money as it is a well-paying job 

and I love helping men win this war Since the explosion occurred, things have changed in the 

factory: fewer workers arrive to do their shifts and we are now inspected every hour whilst 

working to make sure the events that occurred on Tuesday don’t happen again. 

I can’t wait to hear from you again, it’s all very chaotic at the moment, but hopefully I can see 

you soon! Pass my love to your family and my best wishes to Gary on the front line. 

Love from, 

Veronica 


