
12 Cobra Lane 

Leeds  

Cross Gates 

LS14 9KC 

7th December 1916 

Dear Oscar,                                                                                                                                                                     

Hope you are doing well out there on the front line and are coping well during this horrible time. Just 

thought I would write since we haven’t spoken or even seen each other in a while and so that I could 

to keep your spirits up. I’m still working at that munition’s factory with my mate John and all the others 

in Cross Gates; everyone’s pay has been great lately and the boss has been paying most of us treble 

the money for doing such a great job. Anyway, aside from that there’s something very serious that 

happened last night on my night shift that was a great shock and what will be the only thing talked 

about at the factory for the next couple of days maybe even years: a mas explosion.  

It was around about the time when I start my night shift and I would get ready for one of the long, 

tiring nights; there were several men and women in the factory- mostly women as you may know – 

and everyone was just cracking on with their jobs. I’d been working for around half an hour when a 

deafening bang in what must have been in room 42 (the filling room). What must have been around 

one hundred people in the room I was working in were running and screaming helplessly as a bustling 

crowd. Many people were sprinting into room 42 and I saw that people were being carried out with 

burnt faces, which must have been the raging fire inside the room, and wounded bodies. It was simply 

horrifying, that is all I can say. 

I couldn’t believe what I was seeing: people being attended to by the workers with battered bodies, 

some with entire limbs off and immobilised bodies. It was indescribably distressing to see what i was 

seeing but i went in to help right away. 

I hope to see you soon, 

Jake 


